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"One of the worst problems is lack of communication • • ' 
Leads to duplication ... No feedback on cases. Teacher's 
low man on the totem pole when ' it, comes to being informed 
about what the other groups do . ^ . ^ - 

Elementary school teacher in urban area 



"The school said 'mind your own business, * and they said 
'she was interfering." 

V 

Answer from a mother of seven with three 

\ children in special ed programs when 

asked how school responded when she at- 
tempted to have them respond better to 
her children ' s needs . 



"Another woman, who, although economically deprived, is 
aware of her rights and is not afraid to claim them. For ^ 
that reasqn, she has had little difficulty in getting the 
help she needs. Her attitude toward the schools is very 
positive. There is a positive correlation between her 
awareness and her attitude.*" 

Interviewers' comments on divorced mother 

of one who said the schools were "glad 
to think I was interested" in trying to 
get them to respond better to her child's 
needs. , 



"If this is what it takes to establish contact with parents 
of disadvantaged children - person-to-person in the paren'ts 
own home - then that is what should be done. Her children 
won't speak up because neither did she when in school. In 
her case it's a cop-out to say she won't get involved. She 
isn't able." 

Inter.viewers comments on divorced mother 

of three who said "I'm not one to speak 
out .on anything. That was m^. problem in 
school too. " 
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The purpose of this study was to provide a basis for the planning 
of future Title I* programming in. New Hampshire which take.s into 
account the attributes of educational disadvantage which prevent 
New Hampshire children' from^ satisfactory achievement in school. 
A sample approximately 10 percent of the state's school dis-v-' 
tricts was selected and more than 260 interviews were j^onduct^ 
with school and non~school 'pr-*)f essionals and parents who have 
disadvantaged children. The school districts were divided into 
three levels of economic well-being, three' levels of achievement 
and into urban,' suburban and rural categories. The purpose of 
these .groupings was to gcT beyond the- overall description of the 
phenomenon of educational disadvantage and indicate the specific 
patterns of need -which occur in each type of district. 

Local officials are faced with the task of conducting needs as- 
sessments upon which to base programming decisions and proposals. 
This report presents a general set of characteristics which is 
likely to be present in their particular district. 

It is fully recognized that each di^rict and supervisory union 
has unique characteristics and qualities within its population 
which are reflected in the attitudes, abilities and levels of 
attainment of its school population. Many faptors which are ob- 
servable and understood by local-eitizens are not quantifiable 
in a statistical sense either because they are difficult to 
describe in numbers, or because the necessary statifstics are not 
available, -^n- -a ddd b ti on, there is 'a practical limit to the com- 
plexity of^ the survey instrument which it exceeded could result 
i-n 'ill considered answers -and inaccurate repqrting.. . For these 
reasons, no assertion is made that this study is complete or 
represents the last wociri3 i'ri planning assistance for the develop- 
, ment of programs to meet the needs of educationally disadvantaged 
children.* 

In fact, this study represents ^ beginning, and indicates that 
with-^urther development and^experimentation, better and more 
useful toois can be develoj^'a for the periodic analysis of the 
specific components of educational disadvantage at given times 
in given places. To the extent that this study is a sound be- 
ginning, programs can be developed which will help disadvantaged 
youngsters to make the most of their individual capacities and 
to lead more fulfilled lives. 

Exhibit 1 contains lists of the school districts which were 
judged to be urban and suburban for the purpose of our analysis. 
J^ll districts n.Qt listed^were- considered rural. We realize * 
that these distinctions will appear in some instances to have 
been arbitrary. Some of the districts considered to be suburban 
h'ave larger populations than those considered to be urban. Also., 
we did not ujse the term suburban only to describe the "bedroom 
community" which i^ close to a large city and thought to be de- 
pendent upon it economically. We included in the suburban cate- 
gories several communities which 'might be said to have their own 

*This and each succeeding reference to Title I means Title I of 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 



economies and not to be dependent for their principal sources of 
livellhoo'd on adjacent urban areds; In these instances, our use 
of the. term *'safetts3ban" simply means a large town or small city 
which has many of the characteristics of. an urban area, but is 
, smaller in population. Some of the school districts considered 
to be rural also have rather . sizable populations* Most were 
considered rural because they are cooperative school districts - 
made up of s'everal towns with small populations andi generally 
rural economies. 

Exhibit 1 also contains two series of numbers which indicate 
differences* in. levels of economic well-being and achievement in 
the schools of each district. Reference may 6e made to Exhi- 
bits l'and' 2 in Section II in order to identify 'the standing of 
each school district in relation to these figures. 

Another cautionary: word is ne.cessary at this point. Several of 
the economic indicators used to differentiate between the levels 
of economic well-being *iri each/school district are based upon ' 
figures between two and five years old. Even in more "ordinary" 
£imes than these, the use of such a dated statistical base 
would be undesirable. In these times when the raba of economic 
activity in , several types lof business and industry is changing 
rapidly, school districts are more economically vx)latile than 
usual. The achievement ' comparisons used in this study wer e 
based oh statewide testing done In the school year 1970-7i. Not 
only were- Stanfdrd and Otis scorres not available for all school 
districts, but -the passage of time. in a period of* relatively 
rapid turnover. of educational personnel artd increasing mobility 
of population means that* precis^ rankings of school districts 
based on these achievement scpres are becoming obso.lete. 

If the types of information* generated by the study \s application 
prove .to be^ useful for planning Title I programs as well as fox 
other purposes, the study should be repeated at approximately 
'three to' five year intervals psing updated economic and achieve- 
ment information. 

A fur^nr^r^^^ea for stucjy and refinement is the categorization of 
school dist^^Lqts. It may be that more precise terms can be applied 
to -New Hampshiise districts to facilitate agreement among the public 
planning personnel, admini-strators and Titlq I program analysts. 

These observations are intended to point up that we are still at - 
the beginning stage of the research and survey work needed to 
bring about a constructive developmental relationship between the 
real fieeds of e^Jucationally disadvantaged youngsters and programs 
which will answS^ these needs. 

There are, in this study, significant contributions *to under- 
standing this relationship and to expressing ' it in a sufficiently 
systematic manner to serve as a useful tool for educational 
planning purposes. Among these: 
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Several economic indicators have been gathered together 
on a school district basis; 



. . A method has been developed to construct a sample of New 
Hampshire school districts representative of parents and 
professionals in more* than 140 other^ districts ; 

It has been shown that there are significant differences • 
of viewpoint in districts with different levels of economic 
well-being, school achievement, population and location; 

A method has been developed to express these differences 
in terms of needs, characteristics, attitudes and view- 
points to which program^ can be addressed; 

A description and enumeration of the elements which mak^ 
up educational disadvantage in New Hampshire ha-9 been 
created;* 4 ' ^ 

Avenues of inquiry have been opened which indicate di- 
rections for stucly arfd research; 

r 

The , conclusions^ o:& this study are' based solidly upon the 
views of New Hampshire parents and New Hampshire pro- 
fessional personnel, concerned about the specific neehs 
and futures of specific children. . * . " 

•^is project also represents a test of the. assumption on the part 
of the authors* of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, that 
poverty is the Centr-al root of educational disadvantage. The 
Titl^ I staff and many perceptive educators have been aware of 
a growing doubt throughout the educational system that this 
assumption alone accoun-ted* for the inability of students to reach' 
levels of achieyement consistent with their individual capacities 
This doubt has grown into a strojig sense of the jjeed tp know what 
professionals and ^parents concerned with New Hampshire children 
actually experienced as disadvantage* It is hoped thdt a broader 
basis of understanding* of educational' disadvantage will mean that 
programs aimed at its alleviation will wofk. 



Exhibit 1 



, Categories of School Districts 



Urban 




Suburban 


Berlin 




Amherst 


Claremont 




Bedford 


Concord ' . 


• 


Exeter 


Derry 




.Franklin 


Dover 




Gilford 


Keene 




Gof f stown 


Laconia 




Hampton 


Lebanon 




Hanover 


Manchester 


• 


Hooksett 


Nashua 




Hudson 


Portsmouth 




. Littleton 


Rochester 




Londonderry 


Salem *• 




Merrimack 


Somersworth 




Milford 


* 




Newport 






Pelham 






Pembroke 


1^ 




Rye 



Economic We 11 -Being 



Good 

Average 

Poor 

Good 

Average 

Poor 



Achievement 



0-56 
57-84 
85-137 

190-272 
95-189 
0-94 



IV 
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''^J^ SECTION I 



Conclusions 



In^yhis section we attempt to set down some of the broad conclusions 
and patterns of thought which arise from comparison of the material 
contained in^all of the exhibits. 

«The principal material outcome of this study has been the creation 
of a body of information of considerable richness and diversity* 
With the help of the Impress Computer System and Data Processing 
personnel at Dartmouth College, the answers recorded by interviewers 
to two long and rather complex survey instruments have been analyzed 
and compared. The result is the series of exhibits which accompany 
the text of this report. The exhibits reveal many insights into 
the thinking of professionals ajid parents as to the elements of 
disadvantage, the quality of the school-family Relationship, the 
usefulness of current programming for children with special prob- 
lems, and other subjects. While there are important areas of 
agreement and awareness, the survey also shows contradictions 
and inconsistencies. 

Educational Disadvantage 

There is, educational disadvantage in New Hampshire, and it relates 
to the levels of economic well-being and achievement in school 
districts. ' This relationship is exceedingly complex and comprised 
of a great many factors, including the incidence of these various 
elements of disadvantage. Specific variations, described in detail 
in Section IV of the report, include the following clear obser- 
vations: 

there is a strong tendency on the part of parents to blame 
teachers and other professionals if chil<|peii do 'not perform 
well; * ' ^ 

there is an equally strong tendency for professionals to 
believe that the essential responsibility for lack of 
satisfactory performance rests in the home; 

there is also a strong disagreement between parents and 
professionals as to whether various school-home communi- 
cations devices which are a necessary part of the relation-(^' ^ 
! ship between school and home are in use. 

•/ » • 
Thus, the most compelling insights developed during the course of 
this study are the disagreement over whether the proces^ of communi-' 
cation between school and home is working; and the strong tendency 
by each group to point the finger at the other - both for causes 
of problems and communications gaps . 

This lack of credibility suggests that improvement in communications 
between school andi home should be recognized as a first priority. 
Failure to dfc so presents a considerable potential for hostility, • 
and to the extent hostility exists or develops, it endangers the 
abi^lity of the child to achieve and sustain satisfactory performance. 
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There is also a :dif feryfence in view between the parents and the ' , , 

professionals as to tl/e importance of environmental and health 

conditions as related tp satisfactory school performance. The, 

professionals believe that environmental facto;ps-^have more 

negative impact than health deficiences, while parents believe 

just as strongly that the opposite is true. y 

In the area of environmental needs, the profigssionals strongly . * , ^ 

believe that not having enough good food pl4ys an important part' 

in preventing adequate performance. Combining this observation 

with the overall concern of ^ the parents ^or* the health of the 

child^ suggests need for development of progr^ams with^ an emphasis 

on improved nutrition. * ' ' ■ ' ' - 

The professionals are united "in placing more .emphasis on learning 
disabilities aS a cause o^ educational disadvantage thaji do the 
parents. ' ^ ' . , \ 



The parents show particular concern' - more so than the professionals 
with the use of drugs and alcohol and with the lack of preschool 
education, as indicators of disadvantage. i 

Parents and professionals are agreed that vision and hearing de- ' 
ficiencies and emotional and psychological problems very frequently 
diminish the effectiveness of school performance. 

AVareness 

Several of the survey questions tested the levels of awareness of-- 
the existence of ■ programs^^esiq;?red to help disadvantaged children. 
The accumulated answers to\tifre€e questions point to (the following 
conclusions : 



\ 




there is significantly less , awareness of such programs ^in 
areas that are rural, poor and have low levels af school 
achievement; 

there is a much stronger feeling that help which ist needed 
is not available in schoo], districts that are rurall, poor 
and low in achievement; * • \ - 

conversely, there is more confidence that there are sources 
of help available outside the school system in areas that 
are urban, poor and Tow in achievement; 

there is a much stronger awareness of specific programs to 
help disadvantagejd* children in suburban school districts 
t^at hav6^ high* levels of economic well-being and achieve- 
ment; ' \ 

there is much more use of available special programs %n 
suburban school districts that rate go6d in economy and 
achievement, and much less use made of such programs ift 
rural areas that rate poorly in economy and achievement. 
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The Roles of School Personnel x 

The analyses of roles of school personnel by the parents* sample 
indicates that the classroom teacher, the. school principal and, 
to a much lesser extent,.^ the guidance cotinselor, are the only 
types of school professionals who receive much' recognition of ^ j> 
the relevance of their activities to the needs of disadvantaged 
children* " . ' * 

^ Program Needs 

, When asked to indicate needed areas of improvement in school pro- 
gram, the parents showed a strong belief in the efficacy of special 
classed for disadvantaged youngsters. But they also indicated that 
tlie schools shoulo^place more emphasis on basic practical education 
^ in areas such as ^reading. ^ 

Participation and Support 

Comparative levels of parental participation "and involvement with 
the* education of disadvantaged youngsters brought forth answers 
leading to these conclusions: 

the highest rate of p^^rental participation is in suburban 
^ school districts Which ajre^well off economically dSid have 
f\ a high level of achievement; 

• ■* 

parents plac'e much mor^^ reliance than do professionals on 
— the value of supportive activities in the home in improving 
school performance, 

Attitudinal Differences 

Several questions on each of the survey instruments attempted to. 
gauge attitudinal differences 'irf the various types of school dis- 
tricts • Three pronounced comparative patterns of attitude were 
revealed. These patterns "can be described by reference to the 
locations of the districts in which they occur - suburban, urban 
and rural. 

Suburban school districts which, compared to all other districts, 
are strong economically and show a good level o£ achievement in 
test • results : 4 

place great importance on the learning of a trade or work 
skill; • » ' ' . 

• * place less importance on making good grades in school than 
^ .oi) studying; 

do 'not give high priority to preparation for college; 

demonstrate less knowledge on the part of their professional 
personnel as to how special programs for disadvantaged 
youngsters have been developed or funded and whether fj^deral 
funds have been useful in this ar^a* 
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A second pattern of attitudes is revealed in those urban 'school 
districts which rate poorly economically and in achievement. 
In these districts: 

there is strong support for the importance of preparation 
for colleger- 
there is less emphasis on the importance of learning a 
"trade or work skill; * 

there is more. feeling that the attitude of disadvantaged 
children toward the schools is pbsitive; ' ^ ^ 

there is more knowledge amongst professionals as to how * ' 
special programs are developed and funded. 

Jf 

The third attitudinal pattern is revealed in rural school districts 
where the levels of economic well-being and achievement are poor. 
In these districts: 

there is a clear belief that learning to get along with 
others is one of the most important outcomes of a child's 
^chopling; 

• there is less emphasis on the importance of learning a 
"trade or work skill than in suburban areas; 

there is more import .placed on college preparation than 
in suburban areas; 

there is less fueling that families with disadvantaged 
youngsters ar^^^viewed as being '^different" by the schools; 

there is stronger feeling that the attitudes of the schools 
toward a disadvantaged child is positivfe. 

In both typJes of rural and urban school districts , mentioned , above - 
where economic and apjiievement levels are comparatively low- there 
is a greater belief that federal funds have been us^eful in suppoxt 
programs fpr disadvantaged youngsters than there is in suburban 
districts with high economic and achievement levels. 

♦ Participation in Special Education 

Another interesting series of conclusions has to do with the 
question of the comparative incomes of families whose children 
are involved in special education programs . 'All the families' 
queried were divided into two economic groups - those with 
family incomes of *over $S,500 a year and those whose incomes 
were less. A compari-feon of how these two groups broke down in 
eaqh^type of school ^disjtrict shows: ' \ 

, -> 
in districts with good and average levels ,of economic 
well-being, more families with incomes over $5/500 have 
'children iii special education programs; 

' . 14' • 



in districts that are poor economically, more families 
with incomes of less than $5,500 have children in 
special education; 

in districts with good and average achievement, more 
families with incomes higher than $5,500 have children 
in special education programs; 

in school districts with a low level of achievement, 
there are more families with children in special 
education who have incomes less than $5,500; 

in urban and suburban school districts, familie.s with 
incomes of over $5,500 are more likely to have children 
in special education than low income families; 

m rural areas, the lower income families are more likely 
to have Children in special education programs. 
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SECTION II 
METHODOLOGY 



Preparation of Instruments 

\ 

JIn p^reparing the two instruments (Appendix 1 and 2) , a niunber of 
^'issues had to be faced and* several factors taken into account* 

First, there was the charge given us by Title I, Department of 
Education, as described in the Introduction of this document. We 
must design questionnaires, which would elicit the desired infor- 
mation, but at the same time - recognizing the paucity of existing 
research in this area - leave enough flexibility to allow addi- 
tional important issues to surface. We must determine what kinds 
of people would be questioned, what kinds of people should question 
the interviewees and what shape the questions should take. 

Once having decided upon the construction of the instruments; we 
must determine what correlations, if any^ should exist between the 
two questionnaires and conversely, what questions should be ex- 
clusive to each document. . . \ 

One early decision was to constrtict, two separate questionnaires. 
One would be aimed exclusively at parejits and the other at a variety 
of professionals, including school administrators, teachers, gui- 
dance personnel, nurses, psychiatrists, pS^ychologists , physicians 
and others having contact with children ^nd/or the -.f amilies of 
children having problems in school.;, .(For purposes of this report, 
the instruments are designated "P" ^or parents and"S" for all 
others.) , ? . , 

Another early decision reached was that. the information needed for 
the purposes set forth in the charge could not be gleaned from, a 
brief, uni-purpose questionnaire. A series of direct and probing 
questions w^s needed, designed to bring .forth the actual needs as- 
seen by the interviewee, the degree to which the needs were seen as 
being met,^6r not met, the kinds of thin^fs. jidentif ied as consti- 
tuting "disadvantage", and situations and attitudes which may weigh 
upon the disadvantaged child. i ' 

The instruments are the result of several refinements following 
consultation with Title I^ personnel, educators and a brief field 
l^st. It was recognized in advance, and even more so in Retrospect, 
that the responses would include information' a) beyond the ability 
to deal with in one, limited- sized report, a.;id b), beyond the scope 
of the charge. gtill, it was decided to err? on the .sidg^f ob- 
taining more information than would be used,- again having in, mind 
the lack of data in this field in New Hampshire. 

A perusal of the questionnaires will deiT^6nstrate the various factors 
outlined above. For example, Questio'n 1; in each instrument is de- 
signed to elicit a picture of the "disadvafttaged" child, ^but to 
receive the picture separately through th^ eyes of parents and of 
professionals. ' 
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Also, Questions 10 through 15 on are equivalent to Questions 

11 through 16 on "S". These parallel questions" serve at least 
two purposes - they provide quantitative answers ' to questions which 
either follow up on or expand upon earlier queries in each ques- 
tionnaire, and also provide rich material for quantitatively com- 
paring the perceptions of the two groups questioned. Questions. 17 
and 19 and, to a lesser degree, Ques-tion 18 on both "P**' and "S" 
provide the same opportunities. 

On the other hand, on the"P" questionnaire. Questions '9c through 
9i provide exclusive information on characteristics 'of families 
of interviewees, while Question 16 provides the parental view of 
the importance of specific student achievements. , An example of 
specificity on the "S" instif-ument is Question 8 which deals with 
development and funding of special programming. 

We believe that only*,; the results of the survey, as detailed later 
in this document, cak determine the validity of the questionnaires 
and the way in which the interviews were conducted (see next 
section) . It is nat an apology to state that questions are not 
solutions. But at the same time, it ^is abundantly, clear that 
questions, honestly constructed and ^^cerely asked of those most 
affected, can be the vehicles to carry on from the problem to the 
solution. 

Deriving the Sample 

The purpose of this section is to describe the process by which a 
representative sampling of 16 school districts was selected for 
the conduct of the 'field survey phase of this study. First, popu- 
lation groupings were developed which would represent all districts 
from the largest to the most rural. Secondly, it was necessary to 
ensure that comparisons of the responses ^of interviewees to the 
survey instruments could be compared 'to illustrate meaningful 
differences. This was accomplished by gathering statistics upon 
which to base an economic and social ranking of, all districts, a? 
well as developing a comparative school achievement ranking. ,The 
final selection of the sample was, as will be seen, based upon 
representative social and economic rankings within population 
groupings of- districts. 

Population 



There are several alternative methods available for comparing the 
population of school districts in the State of New Hampshire. 
Three population indicators were compared in order to select the 
population figures used in preparing this study. These were the 
standard projection for 1972 made from the 1970 federal census 
figures for the United States Census Bureau; a projection derived 
by extrapolation from "Population Projections of New Hampshire" 
prepared by Anderson Nichols and Company, Inc.; and the estimates 
of resident population prepared annually by^the Office of State 
Planning. 
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After compariso]^ of these three projections for the years 1971, 
1972 and 1973 it wa§_(J,ecided for two reasons to use the estim^rte 
of the Office of State Planning for the year 1972. The percent 
of deviation between all three indi^cators was smallest in 1972, 
and several of the social and economic indicators were obtain- 
able for 1972 but not for 1973. 

Two other series of comparative population figures were used to 
derive school district population rankings; the estimate of the 
civilian labor force 16 years of age and over from the 1970 census, 
and the estimates of total population between ♦the ages of 5 and 17 
from the same source. 

When rankings based on population, civilian labor force and school 
age population were derived it was possible to compile an overall 
ranking of all school districts. On this basis six population 
groups of districts were chosen which were representative of all 
districts from the most urban to the most rural. 

It is notable here that Group I was made up of Manchester and Nashua 
which had more than 20 percent of the state's estimated population 
in 1972. In contrast. Group VI with 67 school districts contained 
only 7.3 percent of the state's 1972 population. It should be noted 
that because of the many cooperative school districts combining a 
number of small communities, the districts in the middle population 
groups do not necessarily represent the smaller urban or larger 
suburban districts. 

Exhibit 3 shows the population range of each group of districts and 
the perqejatage of the total state population in the group. It also 
shows 'the nuifiber of ♦school districts in each group. Some districts 
in GrQup VI have a higher population than districts in Group V be- 
cause^'tlie civilian Jabor force and the population 5 to 17 were taken 
into account in grouping districts, in addition to the estimated 
number, of residents. 

The number ojE interviewees in each district, .was also selected on the 
basis of pbpulatjoh. Thus; the number of people interviewed in each 
group was determined ■ by the percentage of total state population re- 
siding in each groug. 

Social and Economic Indicators and Their Sources 

Eight series of social and economic statistical* indicators were 
developed for thfe purpose of ranking the general level of individual 
and. family well-being by school district.* 

The rankings derived from these series of statistical - indicators are 
included in Exhibit 1. The sources of the rankings are as follows: 



1. Percent of V7ork Force Unemployed - The figures upon which ' 
these , ranks were based were prepared by the Reports and 
Analysis Section of the N^w Hampshire Department of EmplQy- 
ment Security and were repor±ed by Local Office Area. In 

*hereinaf ter' referred to as SES * ♦ * 
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the '^"N^w Hampshire Annual Manpower Planning Report, Fiscal 
^ Year 1*975" the recorded unemployment percentages for a re- 
presentative six month, period were averaged to arrive at'- a 
percent^e for each of the ten Local Office Areas. This 
percen^'^e was u^ed as an estimate of the percent of work 
force vuw^mployed for each schpol district within the Local 
Offical^^ea. The fact that there were only ten Local Office 
Areas adpounts for tije small number of different ranking 
levels.' -^this factor,' of course, makes these rankings too 
general Vt|0 be used as accurate economic indicators by them'- 
selves. In instances where school district boundaries 
crossed, li^pcal Office bounfiaries weighted averages based on 
populatiojd.were computed. Generalized figures of-'this sort 
have been uspd in more than one of our: social and economic 
indicators.^ 1 We claim validity for such figures only whfen* 
they are considered as adding to the overall validity of a 
series of specific and nonspecific incficators . 

2. The Yearly Average Incomes of Weekly Wage Earners in Private 
Industry*- The' figures upon which these rankings were based 
were also compiled for this study by the Reports and Analysis 
Section of the ;pepartment of Employment Security. They are 
based on the ave^rage weekly wages earned during the third 
quarter of 1972 ind projected for the year to" form the basis 
for ranks. We are indebted to the staff of the Reports and 
Analysis Sectioni^for the special effort involved in pro- 
ducing these figures. 

3. Years of Education Completed by Adult's - These figures are 
from the publication "Low Income Areas in New Hampshire - 

^ Research Report No. 2 5 New Hampshire Agricultural Experiment 
Station July 1972". The rankings are based on comparisons 
of the percentages of persons in each county who had a first 
to eighth grade education, an education that stopped at or 
below the third year in high school, a complete high school 
education or who had attended college. Since these figures 
were available on a county-by-county basis, the rankings in 
this series are also generalized. Each school district re- 
ceived th^ comparative rank ascribed t^ its own county unless 
its boundaries crossed those of another county. 

i 

The 'rankings between counties reflect favorably upon those in 
which a larger percentage of the adult population had completed 
high school or attended college. 

4. Orshansky Percentages - These figures^' represent percentages 
of children age 5 to 17 residing in each s9hool district who 
lived in families listed as poor in the 1970 census report. 

5. Public Aid Per Capita - These rankings* are based on comparative 
expenditures in each 'school district during the calendar year 

* 1972 for Aid to Families with Dependent Children, Aid to 
Families with Dppendeiit Children Foster Care, Direct Relief 
'Administered by Local Governments 'and Foster Care Payments 
^ Made by Local Governments. 'Direct Relief to Single Persons 
as well as other non-child related publig assistance 5uCh as 
Old Age Assistance a^^e excluded. The total sums expended 
were divided by the population of each fechool di*s*trict to 
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♦Averages of wag-es reported - not all wages. 
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deriv^comparative rankings for tljis study. 

We are i^Qdebted to the Report-s and Analysis Section of the 
New Hamp^ire Division of Welfare for ^he extra study re- 
quired to \ac cumulate these figures. 

Families With Income Under $4,000 - "Low Income Areas in 
New Hampshire", referred to under Number 3, and 1970 census 
data were used for these rankings. 

fiousing Lacking Basic Facilities - These figures were also 
taken from "Low Income Areas in New Hampshire" and represent 
an estimate of the percentage of housing lacking toilets, 
plumbing or kitchen facilities. 

\ 

Median Family Income - These figures are based on 1970 census 
information but were compiled on a school district basis for 
this survey by the Reports and Analysis Section of the Depart- 
ment of Employment Security. ^ 

In addition to the rankings determined from the eight series o£ 
figures described above, Exhibit 1 also contains an averag-e rank 
for each school district and an average rank within each group of 
school districts. 




Achievement* 



Exhibit 2 contains rankings by school district) bAsed on differences 



j-,Anxjjxu £. K^Kjiix^a^ii^ j.aiijs.xiiy:3 jjy scnoox QisTz^ictj pasea on airrerences 
in mean Stanford Achievement Scores and Otis Test Scores for grades" 
2, 4, .6 and 8 taken from the '^School Testing Program Report^ for th€ 
school year 1970-1971. The mean Stanford Achievement Scores result 
from a comparison of achievement by school districts in all areas 
measur^ed by ability testing. These were* combined with Otis Intel- 
ligence* Test Scores for the same school districts to form ai^ achieve- 
ment ranking for each district. It' was not possible to develop 
rankings for all scjhool districts since some Achievement Scores were 
not available. Since mean scores were- available for more than three 
quarters of the school districts in the state,/ however, this factor 
aid not prevent interviewing in a fully representative sampling of 
districts* 

I ^ 

The rankings based on Stanford and Otis Scores were added to d^elop 
a|n achievement point ranking for each district. The achievement 
Fjoint ranking for all districts within each population group was^vw 
then averaged. ^ ' 

Final Sample District Selection 

Exhibit 3, in addition to the information referred to previously, also 
contains the group average SES and Achievement ranks resulting from 
the application of Exhibits 1 and 2. It will be noted that in con-, 
trast to the SES rankings in which a low rank represents a more 
satisfactory social and economic community performance, in the case 
of Achievement a higher * score, repr-esents a higher district 
performance. ^ " . ' 

*See explanation accompanying Exhibit^ 2. 
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The final selection of sixteen representative school districts was 
made to provide a dislirict in each group o^ districts which had a 
favorable, an average, and an unfavorable SES ranking as compared* 
to the group average, and a high, average and low Achievement 
ranking as compared to the g'roup average. (This was not done in 
Group I, which contained only two school districts.) This method 
avoided the selection of a group of districts so similar that 
differences in the level of social and economic performance within 
the total sample could not be tested in relation to contrasting 
Achievement Scores. 



The Subject Group 

« 

It was planned to interview approximately 250 per'sons in th^ sixteen ^ 
dis trivets. Actually, 189 members of families containing disadvantaged 
youngsters, and 72 school and non~school professionals were interviewed. 

The sample size was such to allow between 40 minutes and an hour for 
each interview. 

4 Conducting the Survey , ^ K 

Once the instruments had haen prepared and tested and the sample to 
be questioned had been selected, tHe" way was clear to begin the field 
survey. However, prior preparation and planning had been done since 
the survey essentially bro^ce down into two main parts: 

1. Developing methodology 

2. Field implementation 



A high priority must' be pl&ced upon the quality of the field inter- 
viewers.- This is particularly true when dealing with a complex 
subject, an extensive set of questions, and a group of interviewees - 
both parents and professionals - whose sensitivity and awareness must 
be recognized and respectfed. . Fo^ these reasons, all of the field 
worked were personally interviewed at length by the contractors. 
1 Of those selected, fivfe were" experienced interviewers with' media, 
backgrounds and the sixth was thoroughly acquainted with the project 
from its inception. • ' 

All of the interviewers unrderwent a training session conducted by * 
the contractors and their behavioral-educational consultant, under 
the director of-, the Field Coordinator. 

i 

The charge of the^roject, the two questionnaires , the method of 
selecting the saipue, the proposed use of the responses, the need 
to keep closely in^touch with the Field Coordinator - all these' 
things were carefully covered in the training session. 

Next, the sixteen school di&trj^icts to be covered were broken down 
into five geographical areas for ease of coverage and .assianment. 
Individual interviewers were givdrT'tr'aily assignments, including, 
locations of key interviewees. The contractor also prepar^ and 
f)rovided ' the interviewers with a[ brief document "Purpose and Use 
of. Survey** (Exhibit 4), and instructed them to make certain each 
, person to be questioned re^d it and understood the q.ues tionrlaire' 
and the general purpos'e of gathering the informa^on- 
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During the course of the survey, the Field Supervisor kept in 
frequent communication with' the interviewers. Additionally, the 
interviewers periodically dropped off bundles of completed 
questionnaires with the contractor. In this way, personal con- 
tact was maintained with the interviewers, and the Field Supervisor 
was able to check the results to make certain the purposes of the 
. survey were kept in mind and that questions or problems were dealt 
with promptly.- 

The Nature of the Sample* . 

In this section we discuss briefly: 

The categories in terms of SES ranking. Achievement and 
Urban, Suburban or Rural status' of the selected districts? 

The numbers of respondents to the survey who were inter- 
viewed in each type of district; >- 

The occupations of professional respondents; and 

An analysis of the characteristics of the parents, selected 

, Where percentages are used in some of the following* exhibits or tables, 
rounding errors have occurred and account for totals not equaling 
100. 

I 

The School Districts 
The following table shows the breakdown of districts described above. 

SES Scores Achievement Rank 





Good 
SES 


Average 
SES 


P6or 
SES 


Good 
Achievement 


Average 
Achievement 


Poor 
Achievement 


.Urban 
Manchester 




X 






X 


Dover 


X 






- X 


Concord 


. X 




X 




P 


Salem 


X 








X 




Berlin 




X 






! ^ 


Laconia 


X 






. X 


1 . 


Suburban 
Merrimack 


X 








X 


i .• 

L — 


Bedford 


X 






X 




I 

1 


Bow 


X 






X 






Rural 

Mascoma Valley 




X 








Sanborn Regional * 


X 






X 




Gorl^ariv 




X 






X 


Mas^^'3^nic Regional 


X 






5— 


X 


Unity 




X 






X . 


Stoddard ^ 




X 






X 


Brentwood 


X 






X 








Following is a breakdown of all the respondents to the survey in 
the same categories. 

' Sample Status 

Type of Di-strict * ^ 

Percentage 

Urban . 135 51.7 

Suburban . 47 - 18.0 • ^ . 

Rural 79 30.3 

SES Score - Socioeconomic Status of District . 

Percentage 

Good 65 24.9 

Average 133 51.0 / 

Poor 63 24.1 

Achievement Score of District 

Percentage 

Good 47 18.0 



Average 


137 . 


- 52,5 ,„ ^, 




Poor " 


77 


29.5 ' - ■ 




The table below shows the 


breakdown of the occupations of 




professional respondents. 












Percentage 




Administrators 


18 


25.0 




Teachers 


12 


16.7 




Special Teachers 


11 


15.3 • "/ 




Guidance Counselor's 


10 


.13.9 ■ . 


3 


Nurses 


8 


11.1 




Non-School Professionals 


.13 


18.1 . • 





The Parent Sample 

Questions 9c through 9i on the parent interview ^orm were designed 
to reveal the characteristics of the families interviewed, as 
demonstrated by the next table. 

Family^ Characteristics of. Parent Sample 

9c. Number of children at home? 

0-3 Percentage ' 4 or More Percentage No Answer 
77 41.2 110 58 .8 , —2 

9d. • Number of schOol-age children? 

0-3 Percentage 4 or More Percentage . No Angwer , 
104 .55 .2 84 44 . 8 ' * 1 

9e. Number of children involved in special educational programs.? 
None Percentage . Some Percentage No Answer . 

85 45.5 pn 102 54.5 2 

9f . How many parents live at home? . , 

' 0"^ 'Pgr^eiTtage * " "* ~\ ■ PeiS'e^tage » -* No 'Answer- «.. »», ^ 

62 ■ " ,32.8 \ 127 67.2 ■ 0 • ^ 
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9gl. Mother's years of education? 
0-8 Percentage . 9-11 

50 26.6 63 

No Answer 



' Percentage 
' 33.5 



12 or .Over Percentage 
75 39.9 



9g2. Father's years of education? 



0-8 Percentage 
. 47 k 32.4 
'No Answer 
. - 44 ^ 



9-11 
51 



Percentage 
35.2 



12 or Over Percentage 
47 32.4 



9hl.' Mother employed? 

' Employed > Percentage 
68 36.9 



Not E^nployed 
119 



Percentage 
63Tl ^ 



No Answer 



9h2. Father employed? 

Employed Percentage 
135 . p2.5 

9i. Yearly income range? 

$0-$5500 Percentage 
70 ^ 40.0 



No Answer 
43 



Not Employed Percentage 
11 7.5 



Don-^kji^^^now' ^ 
$5500 or Over Percentage No Answer 
105 60.0 , 14";^^ 



Exhibit 5 breaks down the answers to the' same questions by SES <ais- 
tfict. Achievement districts, arid Urban, Suburban or Rural districts, 



The last table in this section shows a further breakdown of family 
income ranges within the sainple. ^ In the yearly incomq range break- 
down among types of districts, the family income ratirfg of those 
families earning under $5,500 and over $5,500 has been used to pre- 
pare for a number of exhibiti^ which will be used in Part II o^ the 
study to indicate differences in answers be-J^ween very low income 
groups and low Income groups. 
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1 



$0-$2,500 


4 


2.3 . • 




$2,500-$4,000 


32 


18.3 




$4/r000-$5,500 


34 


19.4 




$3, 5,00-$7,000 


64 


36.6 


t 


$7,000 and Over ' 


41 


23.4 




Excluded - No Answer 


14 






Totals - 


189 


100.0 





A further word is necessary with regard to the process identifying 
interviewees. Title I personnel were asked to identify k key person 
in each school district who might be interviewed by a member of the 
field survey team. They included administrators, teachers, guids^nce 
counselors and in some instances persons directly involved in th^ 
administration of. the Title I program. They were asked to assist, the 
interviewer in a preliminary identification of ^knowledgeable school 
and non- school professionals . These professionals when interviewed 
were asked to identify a Small number of low income families with, 
disadvantaged children.' * 'Other nan--sChool persons with knowledge 
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of the family and community life of the area were identified and 
also assisted in obtaining the names of additional families and 
professionals to be interviewed* 

The field survey team ^was carefully instructed 'to avoid the kind . 
of repetitive' categorical selection of interviewees .which might 
have introduced bias into the results of the survey. In this 
way an attempt was made to use -multiple criteria for selecting 
interviewees. We are awar^ that ^ this process possibly may have 
resulted in the identi^f ication of unrepresentative respondents 
in some instances. However, we believe that the sample is iarge 
enough so that these instances could not seriously aMect the 
value of the study results. 

Analysis of Field Survey Results 

When the field survey was completed a team of cdding personnel was 
selected and trained to breakdown the answers to the questions con- 
tained in the respective instruments in order to achieve compati- 
bility with the Kiewdkt Impress Problem Solving Compa.ter System at 
Dartmouth College, When a complete coding manual had been compiled 
by thi9 process all of the results of the field survey were entered 
into the Impress Data Analysis System,* Om: programming and data, 
analysis consultant then generated the information a^^id tables used, 
in this report, \ ^'^'^ 
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EXHIBIT 4 - 11 



PURPOSE AND US^: OF SURVEY 



The purpose of this survey is to find out more about the needs 
of New Hampshire school children with special problems. Sec- 
ondarily, it is also to find out more about the ways in v^hich 
New Hampshire school districts respond to these needs. 

In order. for the survey to do any good your answers to the 
questions we would like to ask you should be as frank and as 
complete as possible. ^ ^ ' ' 

* . / 

The answers that you make to these questions will be added 
to those made by other persons in representative school dis- 
tricts throughout the state. In this way, a better understanding 
can be developed of the 'relationship between the Vpichievement 
level of children ;with special problems, and conditiqns in the 
community, the family and the school. 

When all the answers have been ,put together they will be made 
available to the public and to state and school officials who 
are attempting to develop schopl programs that respond to real 
needs. 

Your name and address will not be made available to these persons 
or agencies nor will w'e use your name and .address for any other 
purpose. ^ - , ' 
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i . SECTION III '/.'*\ 

^ ^' - EDUCATIONAL DISADVANTAGE 

This section contains an analysis of the results both of the 
research *knd of the survey described in Section II* The over- 
all ^purpose - of the study was to. develop ; on the basis of both 
resea.rch and an empirical survey of the opinion of parents and 
school and non-school professionals, a new and more accurate ^ 
, ^perception of educational disadvantage at this time in the State 
of New Hampshire.-^ 

* Since passage of the Elementary and Seconda2:;y_ Education Act 
initiated the Title I Prerg^ram of grants intended to as.sist 
educationally disadvantaged children, the Title I staff had 
gpown increasingly concerned that the cen|tral assumption under- 
lying the distribution of these' funds was! an over-simplification, 
perhaps, to the pointy of inaccuracy. The assumption in question, 
was that the principal indication of educational disadvantage was 



to look more deeply into 



ERIC 



poverty in the family. The determinatic 

the nature of educational disadvantage ^afe not based on a^ judgment 
that poverty* was irrelevant to educational disadvantage. But 
experience in administering the program gave repeated indications 
that a more detailed,' complete and sensitively accurate description 
was necessary in order to enable local educators^ school boards and 
par,ents to design Title I programs which would actuary answer the 
needs of educationally disadvantaged children. Such a description, 
. it was felt, would also enable Title I staff to discern the relative 
\ merits of alternative proposals, on a more knowledgeable basis and 
to assist school* districts in developing appropriate proposals. 

The Nature of Disadvantage » ^ 

Oiir approach to the task of describing educational disadvantage has 
been twofold. first, we have inquired into the general nature of 
disadvantage in the school districts of Ne^^ Hampshire without 
specific references to interrelation with the educational system. 
Second, we have inquired into educational disadvantage specifically. 

,We were aisled in the first part of our task by reference to a study 
prepared for the Rockingham County Community Action Agency in 1972. 
The purpose of this earlier study was to detennine both the causes 
of poverty" and what could be done to break the cycle of poverty. 
A sample "was chosen carefully to reflect the urban^ suburban and 
n rural communities in Rockingham Coianty, which tg a considerable 
extent are typical of our State. , ; 

. The representatives of 199 low income families interviewed repre-v 
sented a very real cross section of low income families in Rockingham 
County.^ Of the interviewees, 71 percent lived injlj^ilies with guoss 
annual 'incomes of less than $4, 000. and 98' percent nad -incomes of 
$5, 500. or below. This compares with the sample interviewed in the 
current stu(iy which contained representatives of 189 families, 
21 perrcent of whom lived in families of gross annual incomes of over 
$4, 000, 40 percent of $5,500 and below, and 77 percent of $7, 000. and 
below. Considering' the dramatic inflation which occurred between 
the Spring of ,1972 and the Summer , of 1974, when this survey was made, 
the groups are ^generally comparable in levels of economic well beting. 

^ ♦ . • 

o_. ^ • . ■ 42 
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The Rockingham County group, in response to a broadly constructed 
interview/ made its views very clear: 

. To them, the principal element of disadvantage was insufficient 
employment and employment service?. * ' 

tit* ' / " , 

The second most important element was the need for decent low 
cost housing . 

The third priority area was the lack of programs involving 
family counseling, budgeting and planning. The greatest 
concern in this area was to learn how to get the most out of 
every dollar in an insufficient income. 

\ 

Another priority was the need for communication abou^t the 
availability of publi^^^ssistance, general assistance and 
also non-money payment programs to help low income falmilies. 

The Rockingham County survey further indicated striking differences 
between people living" in different sizes and types of communities 
in both the degree of awareness and the level of consensus as to 
the elements" of disadvantage. The Rockingham results suggested 
that a group of indicators - compiled by school districts and in- 
cluding the principal elements of disadvantage identified by the 
Rockingham County group - could demonstrate both the presence of * 
the elements of general economic disadvantage in New Hampshire 
school districts and compare th^ rifevel of economic well being^ be- 
tween tjie school districts. 

•3 

•The indicators described in Section II of the report were chosen 

a) for the .purpose of using this comparison as a part 'of the- 
mechanism for selecting a representative sample of districts, and 

b) for the purpose of forming a necessary part, of the desbriptipn 
of the incidence of the disadvantage of the school districts of 
our State. Exhibit 1 of this section; is a dis.trict-by-distr ict 
listing of $even of these indicatory. The years of education 
completed by adults is not included in this exhibit for reasons 
referred to previously. The areas described "^l^Y these statistical 
series are unemployment, housing,, insufficient family in£:ome^^and . 
comparative occurrence of relevant public and gener^al assistance. 
These arearS^ were identified as critical in the overall phenomenon 

of disadvantage by the Rpckingham County group. The relationship ^ 
of these general elements of disadvantage to educ'atibnal disadvantage 
\' will be discussed later, in^ Section IV. At this painb, ^it'is 
enough tb state that there is a relationship and that it is impor- 
tant to the fuller understanding of educational disadvantage. 

\ ^ ' The Nature of Educational Disadvantage ' ' ' ' 

1 , • " ^ << 

, It was largely to find^out whatjnakes up educational disadvantage 
^that the field survey of this study was conducted. Section II 
described the process of selecting a sample of approximately 10 
percent pf the state's school districts and commented upon the'^ 
• identification of individual interviewees residing pr employed in 
the school systems or communities within thesB districts. .We also 
discussed the preparation of^ the survey instruments used in inter- 
viewing the two basic groups ^in . the samp^Le^.; The fitst of these 
'groups included 189 memlperiS of families which Were identified as . j| 
^ having one or more children with special prp^l^ms which either 
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prevented or made more difficult the achievement of satisfactory 
performance in school. No attempt has been made to, ascertain 
exactly why in each instance the students* performance was con- 
sidered unsatisfactory, either by teachers and other school 
officials or by the family. Rather, the>;gue$tions were aimed 
at giving both groups the opportunity to , express their vi^ews 
as fully as possible both as to the causes and the observable 
symptoms of educational disadvantage. 

The Parents * View 

^ ■* 

Exhibit 2 is a compilation of the results o'f several of the 
questions from the parents' sample. Two of these, questions are 
particularly' relevant . Question 1 was aimed at enabling the 
parents- to discuss and enumerate the causes of poor performance 
in school, and Question 2b asked them to specify j^ich of these 
causes appl ied in their own families . These answers were identified 
by percentages of the parent sample, the causes and symptoms of 
educational disadvantage cited - and are listed below in the order 
of priority. 

The third column- below combines the percentages and indicates the 
overall order of importance which each of these aspects of .edu- 
cational disadvajntage assumes in the view of .the entire parent 
. sample. 



Question 1 



Parents ' View 



Unsatisfactory teacher attitudes , 
Family disruption 
Permissiveness -j home and school 
Unsatisfactory teacher ability 
Learning disabilities . 
Low student motivation 
Unsatisfactory parental attitudes 
Student dislike Df 'school 
Physical handicaps 
Emotional - phyciiatric problems 
No pipeschool education 

Question 2b 



Percentage 

36.5 
20.6 
19.6 
19.6 
16.4 
14. 3 
12. 2 
11.6 
11.1 
11^1 
10.1 



Unsatisfactory teacher attitudes 
Learning disabilities 
Physical handicaps 
Family disruption 
Low student motivation 
Pexmissiveness -''home or school 
Uneatisf actory teacher ability 
Emotional - psychiatric problems. 
Student 'dislike of school 
No preschool education 
\ 



28r. 4 
18.9 



15. 
14 < 
13. 
12 < 
10, 

9. 

8. 

6, 



ERLC 



34 



44 



Combined 



Percentage 
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Unsatisfactory teacher attitudes 32.5 

Learning disabilitids 17.7 

Family disruption * ' 17.4 * 

Permissiveness - home and school \ 16*0 " 

Unsatisfactory teacher^^ ability 15.2 

•Low student motivation^ 14.0 

Physical 'handicaps ^ ' 13.3 < ^ 

Emotional - psychiatric .problems * 10.3 

Student dislike of school * io.3 

There are nine elements listed which were .cited by more than* 10 
percent of the sample as" being important in determining educational 
disadvantage. 

The answers to other questions helped to fill out the picture 
further. In answering Question 4b, half of the 27 percent stating 
their children need types of assistance which are not available, 
indicate their belief that special classes in subject areas such 
as reading .and arithmetic are the answer. ^More than 60 percent 
of those responding to Question 8a favored a very strong emphasis 
on basic education in such areas as reading and writing, and 
indicated a preference for courses that would provide the student 
with a "trade to get a job" and other employment .related skills. 
In answering Question 16, the parents indicated that graduating 
from elementary and secondary schools was extremely important, 
but again put a strong emphasis on the need to learn a trade or 
employment skill. To do this, they indicated that completing 
studies were somewhat more important than achieving good grades 
and that it was also, imp'prtant to learn "to get along with others". 

^ The Professionals ' View 

Exhibit 3 contains th^ answers to a seVies of questions in the . . 
interview instrument used for the school and non-school pro- 
fessionals' sample. . feelow', we .have listed the answers to the 
^ questions most frequently selected by this sample in the order 
j^of^^preference . ^ • " * . . ' 

The last column in the exhibit is the order of preference by average 
percentages obtained by combining the answers to Questions 2^ and '3 . 

Representative View; ' ^ . . 

Question 1 % ' Question 2 . - % ^ 

Learning disabilities ,38.9 Family disruption 40.3 ,/ 

Emotional - psychiatric 'Unsatisfactory economic 

problems * 36.1 - background / .37.5 

Physical handicaps 29*2 Improper childf care 37.5 

.Unsatisfactory economic Physical handicaps 29.? 

background^ 21^.4 Experiential deprivation ^ 25.0* . 

Family disruption ^5.0 Cultural deprivation - 19.4, 

Improper child care 20.8 * Permissiveness - home and' " '- 

Cultural deprivation 18.1 school * 13.9 

Low student motivation 18.1 Emotional - psychiatric' . 

Immaturity ^ 16.7 " problems^^ l2.5 

-35 . 



Question 1 



Question 2 



% 



'Negative social 

beljavior 
Hyperactivity 
Experiential 

deprivation ' 



16.7 
12.5 



Learning' disabi-lities 12 . 5 



12.5 



Question 2c 



Emotional - psychiatric problems 

Low achievement 

Negative social behavior 

Learning disabilities 

Physical handicaps 

Low student motivation ' 

Poor peer relations 

Hyperactivity 

Immaturity 



% 

56.3 
26.8, 
26.8 
22.5 
18.3 
15.5 
11.3 
11.3 
8.5 



Question 3 ' , , % 

Poor economic back- 
ground ' 30.6 
Improper child care 26.4 
Physical handicaps 25.0 
Experiential deprivation 23.6 
Family problems 20.8 
Learnin^*;jjisabilit;ies 16 . 7 
Emotional psychiatric 15.3 
Negative self-itnage 11.1 
Cultural IJeprivation 9.7 
.Immaturity 6. ,9 
Home enviro-nment • 6.9 
Teacher/administrator 

attitudes ' ^6.9 

^ * >i 

The twelve causes and symptoms 
by the responses of Question 1^ 
disadvantage identified by the 
add a^ further dimension to the 
vantage . ' v " 



Questions 2 and 3 

Poor economic back- 
ground* 
Improper child care 
Family disi;uption 
Physical handicaps 
Experiential deprivation 24 
Learning disabilities 15 
Cultural deprivation 
Emotional psychiatrid 
Negative sqlf-image 
Immaturity 



% 



34 
32 
31 
27 



15 
14 
10 
8 



of educational disadvantage identified 

and the nine fundamental sources of 
combined answers to Questions 2 and 3 
description, of educational disad- 



The answers to Question .13d indicate that there are several "blocks" 
to the effective participation by parents, in de'^aloing with problems 
of their children. These . "blocks" are also a key 'part of the whole 
picture o£ educational disadvantage/ \ 

■ ■ ' ' ' ■ • ' \ ■ • 

Contrasting Va^ewjs 

, / / ' * 1 * ' 

Exhibit 4 contains the answers to a selection of the questions ^ which 

were asked on both questionnaires . Beiow we, have listed in order 

Qf preference tlie conditions selected by the l^wo gr,oups separately 

in answer to Questions 13b and 14b which deal with .environmental 

situations. 
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While there is fairly strong agreement that some of these con- 
ditions make it more difficult for students to do their best in 
school, it is- evident there is wide disagreement on the impor- 
tance of others. The third list below shows the combined pref- 
erences of the two groups. ^ 

\ , Contrasting Views 

^ ' Questions 13b and 14b 



ERLC 



Parents 






Professionals 


% 




Drugs and alcohol 


69^. 


9 


Not enough good food 


65. 


7 


No pre-school education 


52. 


4 


No pre-school education 


55. 


1 


Notrt enough good food 


49. 


.2 • 


Parents-limited education 


52. 


1 


Lack of medical- care ' . 


37. 


2 


• One parent in home 


50. 


0 


Shortage of clothes 


34. 


8 


Drugs 'and alcohol 


49 . 


3 


Inadequate housing 


32. 


8 


I/3W family income 


47. 


1 


Low family income 


28. 


0 


Lack of medical care , 


42. 


6 


Unemployment 


27. 


9 


Unemployment 


40. 


6 


One parent in home 


26.. 


8 


Family mobility 


40. 


4 


Parents-limited edu(:ation 


24. 


2 

Y 


Shortage of clothes 


26. 


1 



Combined 



% 



Drugs and alcohol 
Not* enough good food- 
No pre-school education 
Lack of medical care^ 
One parent" in home 
Parents 
Low f am 



Unemployment 



Shortag 
Family 



limited^ education- 
ily income 



5 of clothes 
obility 



60. 
57, 
53. 
40< 
38, 
38, 
37< 
34< 
30< 
20, 



It is noteworthy that th4 professional sample responded much more 
strongly. Of the t^n priority items selected by the professional 
group, an avferage of 4 6.. 8 percent judged them important.' The 
average percentage of pferW'nts participating 'in the selection of 
the ten mosH' Important conditions was bnly 38.1 percent. 

Next, we list below the preference responses to Questions 15b and 
16b asking the two groups Ihow limiting various physical and emo- 
tional handicaps are to sdhool performance. 

Contrasting Views . , 

Ques-^ions 15b and 16b 

% Professionals 



Parents 
* 

Poor vision J 
Poor hearing 
Inability to understand 



164,. 6 Lea'rning Disability 
3 . 5 Emo^^ional nervousness 
53 . 0 Ret:^rdation 



% 

58.3 
52.8 
51.4 



37 



A7 



Parents 


_L 




Retardation 


56 


6 


Learning "Disability 


.55 


0 


Mental illness 


54. 


0 


Emotional nervousness 


51. 


9 


Physical handicaps 


44 . 


4 



Profess^ionals 

Poor ^fs?ion 
Poor hearing 
Mental illnje'ss 
Physrcal defects 
Physical handicaps 



% 

40.3. 

38.9 

38.9 

22.2 

18.1 



Combined 



% 



Learning Disability 
Retardation 
Poor vision 
Emotional nervousness 
Poor hearing 
Mental illness 
Physical handic^^ps 
Inability to .understand 



56 

54, 

52< 

52. 

51, 

46, 

31, 

31, 



Once again, there is both agreement an^ disagreement. In contrast 
to the previous questions, however, the parents responded much 
more strongly to these questions,, so an average of 57 percent of 
the parents identified the eight most frequently cited limiting 
conditions. Of the professionals indicating a preference, an 
average of only 41.5 percent agreed on the importance of the con- 
ditions. , , , 

\. 

The responses to questicfns listing a series of specific conditions 
even though they do not' represent the freely stated views of the 
interviewees in the same way as do the earlie]^ questions discussed 
above, nevertheless serve to deepen and round out the perception 
•of disadvantage. The professionals view envi;:onmental conditions 
as having a more frequently negative affect on school performajice . 
Parents believe ^.n^dividual ^physical ^and emotional conditions are 
more ifnportant-. 

The divergence in v^iews between the professional and parent group 
is further illustrated by the answers to Questions 17a and*17b, - 
Of the professionals, 81 percent believe that the attitude of the 
schools toward a child' who needs help with special problems is 
positive. Only 45 percent of the parents agree. 44 percent of. 
the professionals believe that in general, the^ attitudes "of the 
child with educational problems toward the schools is positive. 
Only 15 percent pf the parents agree. " . ^ 

The most important el^tnents of educational disadvantage in the 
cumulative view of all\ 261 persons interviewed in tlie course of 
this^ survei^ are listed^, bel6w. Also listecj are the most important 
environmental conditions and physical or* emotional conditions 
which, in the view of the entire s'ample are detrimental to satis- 
factory school performance. 

Uij^at is factory teacher attitudes , : , 
Learning disabilities ♦ , . 

Family disrup,tion' ' ' ^ ' ^ ' 



Permissiveness - home and school * 
Unsatisfactory teacher ability 
Low student motivation 

Physical handicaps # 

Emotional - psyphiatric problems * 

Student dislike of school 

Learning disabilities 

Emotional - psychiatric problems 

Physical handicaps 

Unsatisfactory economic background * 
Family disruption 
Improper child care 
Cultural deprivation 

Low student motivation ^ 
Immaturity - * * 

Negative social behavior 
Hyperactivity 
Ext^eriential deprivation 
Unsatisfactory. economic background 
Improper child care 
Family disruption . ' ' 

Physical handicat>s ^ > . < ^ y^---i 

Experiential deprivation ~ 
Cultural deprivation 
Learning disabilities 
Emotional - psychiatric problems 
Negative self-image 
Immaturity 



♦ 



/Drugs and alcohql. 
Not enough good food f"- . - 
No pre-school edu^cation , 
Lack of medical care ^ ' 

One parent in, home ' ' . - • • 

Parents with limited education 

Low family income^ 
, Unemployment' • ~ , 

Shortage of clothes ' „^ ' ' 

Family mobility - , ' . 

Learning disabilities ' . * " 

, Retardation 

Poor vision 

Emotional nervousness 

Poor hearing ' ^ . 

Mental illness" ' ' 

Physical handicaps ^ ' 

Inability to understand 

These combined lists, include all of 4:he elements given priority 
identification by either of the groups. Similarly, they contain 
all of thQ .environmental, physical qpc emotional conditions limit 
ing school performance. 
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We have not attempted to "winnow out" the elements upon 'which 
there was not agreement between the two groups. To do so would 
negate the special value which the perception of each adds to 
«our overall descripl^ion. 

One additional thought requires discussipn at this point in des- 
cription of ^educational disadvantage. It is clear front the 
answers to Questions, 1 and 2 by the parents that unsatisfactory 
teacher attitudes and abilities are a strong source of parental 
concern. It is equally clear from their strong identification 
of family disruption and improper child care in answer to 
Questions 2 and 3, and lack of interest on the part of parents 
as a block to parental involvement in answer to Question 13d, 
that the professionals are deeply concerned about conditions 
in the home. It is not unnatural that these strongly conflict- 
ing concerns sho\ild exist between the professionals and members <> 
of families with children having school problems. The failure 
of satisfactory performance in school itself creates a "great 
deal of this concern. 

Question 1-9 appeared on both forms. It asked whether the schools 
had a special responsibility toward a. child with problems, Approx 
imately 9 4 percent of both groups answered in the affirmative. 

The contrast between "^the nearly unanimous agreement oh the re- 
sponsibility of the schools for the problem child with the op- 
posing views of parents and professionals as to where the cause 
for the problems lie, should be a matter of deep concern. These 
strongly opposed views ma^ themselves constitute an element of - 
disadvantage. The victims of these dissenting views, left un- 
attended, will almost certainly be the very children whom all 
are concerned to help. 

The full description of educational disadvantage, then, "insists 

liviilg in school districts which, compajred to other districts/ 
have relatively high unemployment, inadequate housing, in- 
sufficient family income and a high level of reliance on ' 
public and general assistance, and 

being members of school ^nd family groups^ , or, being indivi- i 
duals, with aji incidence of environmerftail ] ^he'alth/ teaching, 
learning, attitudinal and emotional deficiencies which make 
satisfactory school performance unlikely , 
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; JSX^IBIT 2 *- III 

Elements 'of Educational Disadvantage 
* " Parents ' View 

What kir^ds of tilings do yjou believe cause some children not to 
do- their best. in school?' 



0 



Negative peer influence 
Overly permissive; lack 
. of discipline (home/ 

school) . 
Parental attitudes 
Teacher attitude's 
Relations with peers 
Parental behavior problems 
Home environment (speciific 
° faqtors not identified) 



Yes ' Percentage 
7 3.7 



No Percentage 
182 96.3 ^. 



37 
23 



19.6 
12.2 



152 
166 



69 
10 
5 

12 



36.5 
5.3 
2.6 

6.3 



120 
179 
184 

177 



Poor study habits 
Emotional or psychiattric 

problems / 
Hyperactivity . / ' 
Negati\^e ^jpcial behavior 



21 
6 
4 



■ 1.1 

11.1 
3.2 
2.1 



187 

168 
18 3 
185 



Truancy 
Speech problems / 
Physically handicapping 
conditions 



Iriappropriate abi]/ity- 
grouping ' 



3 
8 

2l' 
8 



\ 1.6 
4.2 

11.1 

■4.2 



186 
181 

168 

181 



80.4 
87.-8 



63.5 
94.7 
97.4 

-93.7 



Improper care in- home / . 13 . 6.9 176 93.1 

Family disruption or / * • y 

problems ' / 39 20.6 150 79.4 

Immaturity / 10 ^5,3' 179 94.7 

Lack of preschool education 19- 10.1 170 89 . 9 



98,. 9- 

88.9 
96.8 
97.9 



98.4 
95.8 

88.9 

95:8 



Low interest in or motivation 

for school work 27 14.3 ' 162 ,,85.7' 

Crowded or noisy schools 

"v and classes ' . 18 " 9.5, . 171 90.5 

Learning or reading 

disabilities * 31> 1-6.4- • 158 ' * 83.6 



Student dislike of ' 










'teacher/school 


22 


11.6 


167 


88.4 


Home/school teacher 










value conflict 


2 


1.1 


187 , 


"98.9 


Poor parent/school 




, r 






teacher communication/ 








cooperation 


3 


1.6 ■ 


186 


98.4 


Teacher ability or 










classroom perfoiTnar^ce 


37 


19.6' . 


152 ' 


80.4 


Curriculum too accelerated 


5 


2.6 


184 ■ 


97.4 



*In this and succeeding exhibits, miscellaneous, don't know, no 
answer and not codeable replies are excluded fpr purposes of 
brevity. , /\ 



Al 



61 



^ 



'J 



2b. Which ones (apply) ? 



Overly permi'ssive ; iack 

of discipline 
Parental attitudes 
TJeachet attitudes 



Yes Percentage ' No Percentage 



21 
4 
48 



l2.4 
2.4 
28.4 



-148 
165 
121 



a?. 6 

97.6 
71.6 



Parental behavior problems 




2.4 


165 


97.6 


Home environment 
Improper care in home 
Family disruption or 
problems 


1 

24 


4.7 
• 5.9 

• 14.2 


161 
159 ^ 

• 145 


95.3 ■ 
94.1 

85.8 


Immatur'ity 

.Lack of preschool education 
Poor study habits 
Emotional or psychiatric 


8 
11 
0 


4.7 
6.5 
0.0 


161 
158 
169 


95.3 
93.5 
100.0 


problems y ^ 


16 


9.5 


153 


90.5 


Hyperactivity ^.^-^ 
Negative social behavior 


9 
10 


5.3 
5.9 


160 
159 


94.7 
94.1 


Truancy*' 

Speech problems 
Physical handicaps 


4 
13 
26 


2.4 
7.7 
15.4 


165 
156 
143 


97.6 
92.3 
84.6 ^ 


Inappropriate ability- 











grouping^ 
Low interest or motivation 
Crowded or noisy classes 
Learning or reading 

disabilities 


4 

-23 
6 

32 


2.4 
13. 6 

,3.6 


165 
14' 6 
163 

137 


■97.6 
86.4 
- 96.4 

81.1 



4a 

4b^ 



teacher/school 
Ho'me/school teacher 

value conflict 
Poor parent/school 

teacher communication/ 

cooperation 

."^eachir -ability Or 

; clalssroom performance 
> Curriculum ■ too accelerated 



15 
1 



8.9 
0.6 



154 
168 



91.1 
99.. 4 



3 


.1.8- 


166 


98.2 


18 


10.7* 


151 


89.3 


2 


• 1.2 


167 


98.8 



Have any of your children needed help you felt was not available 
in the school^? 



If yes {Questioa #4a) , what 



50 26.9 
kind of 'help (was. 



136 '73.1 
not available) ? 



1) 



Communication - (1) 
Tutoring - (fe) 
Teachers' aides. - (1] 
Preschool education 
Special classes - (I 
Individualized instruction - (4) 
Guidance/psychological help - (5) 
Vocational/technical . classes - (1) 

/ 



Percentage 
2.1 



12 

2 

2 
50 

8 

10; 4 
2.1 



52 



62 



ERIC 



8a* What do you think schools should provide for your cliil^ren a's far ^ 
as 'their futures are concerned? 



16, 



f Percentage 

Preparation for life - (18) ^ . 11, 5" 

More discipline/responsibility - "(8).' ^ 5,1 

Basic education - (61) * 38,9 

Education in soc>.al relations - (5) , 3,2 . 

Practical/life-reXevant ccJurses - (37) ^3,6 
-Special education for handicapped/or 

retarded - (3) . 1,9 

Better/earlier diagnosis of problems - (2) ( 1,3 

Intellectual stimulation - (2) ^ j 1,3 

Better teacher-student relations - \\) ' 0,6 

Individual attention - (3) • 1.9 ^ 

Career and psychological counseling - (8) 5.1 
How important do you think the following student achievements 
are to school-age children of today? 



Graduation 


from elementary school 








Very 




Fairly 




"Not Very 




Important 


Percentage 


Important 


Percentage 


Important 


Percentage 


167 


88.4* 


^ 14 


7.4 


2 


1.1 


Graduation 


from high 


school 








Very 




Fairly 




Not very 




Important 


Percentage 


Important 


Percentage 


Important 


Percentage 


173 


91.5 ^ 


13 


6.9 


2 


1.1 


Learning a 


trade or work skill 








Very 




Fafrly 




Not very 


%. • 


Important 


Percentage 


Important 


Percentage 


Important 


Percentage 


166 


87.8 


19 


10.1 


3 


.1.6 


Achieving good grades 










Very 




Fairly 




Not very 




Important 


Percentage 


Important 


Percentage 


Important 


Percentage 


121 


64.0 


58 


3-0.7 


7 


3.7 


Involvement in non-study school activities 






Very 




Fairly ^ 




Not very' 




Important 


Percentage 


Important 


Percentage 


Important 


Percentage 


81 


42,9 


81 


42.9 


20 


10.6 


Working part time ,to help the family . • 






Very 




Fairly 




Not very 




Important 


Percentage 


Important 


Percentage 


Important 


Percentage 


39 


20.6 


72 


38.1 


72 , 


38.1 ' , 



Completing study assignments 

Very . Fairly . . ■ ^Jot very 

Important Percentage Important Percentage Important 

146 77.2 38 20.1 * , 2 

Learning to^get along with others 

Very ' ^-airly , Not very 

Important Percentage Impo^rtant Percentage Important J'ercentage 



Percentage 
1.1 



147 



77.8 



42 



22.2 



0.0 




53 



63 



ERIC 



Taking part in class d:^scussions 

Fairly 
Important: 
63 



Very 

Important Percentage 

111 58-7 

Preparing for collegfe 
Very 

Important Pe:rcentage 

69 36^.5 




Fairly 
Important 
65v 



Percentage 
33^3 



Percentage 
34.4 



EXHIBIT 3 ~ III 



Not very 
Important 
12 

Not very 
Important 
50 



Percentage 
6.3 



Percentage 
26.4 



t Elements of Educational Disadvantage*" 

Professionals * View 

Can you provide a general background picture of the child who 
is not likely to do well in school? ' ' 





Yes 


Percentage 


No 


Percentage 


Economic background 


19 


26.4 


53 


73.6 


Teacher ability 


1 


1.4 


71 


98.6 


Teacher/administrator atti- 










tudes 


2 


2 . 8" 


70 


97.2 


Lack of special programs 


2 


2 . 8 


70 


97.2 


Permissiveness in home/school 




1.4 


71 


, ^ 98.6 


Negative parental attitudes 










toward school 


2 


2 . 8 


70 


97.2 


inappropriate aoiiiuy grouping 


1 


i . 4 


71 


98 t 6 


ijXper len ui ai ueprivauion 


Q 


1 Z . D 


D J 


0 7 . D 


>^ U J. L. Ui. d X LlC^X. X V d L.X Wll 


1 J 


1 0 . 1 


Q 


Q 1 Q 

0 1 . y 


Family problems /disruption 


' 18 


25.0 


54 


. 75.0 


Home environment 


4 


5.6 


68 


■94.4 


Improper child care 


15 


20.8 


57 


' 79.2 


Physical handicaps 


21 


29.2 • 




70.8 


Learning disabilities 


28 


3 8-. 9 


44 


61..1 


Emotional/psychological 








3 


problems 


26 


36.1 


46 


63.9 


*JPoor/negative self-image 


7 


9.V 


65 


'90.3 


Low interest or motivation 


13 


18.1 . 


59 


81.9 


Speech problems 


7 


9.7 


65 


90.3 


Low achievement 


2 


2.8 


70 


97.2 


Negative peer influence ^ 


0 


0.0 


72 


100.0 . . 


Poor peer relations 


4 


5.6 


68 


94.4 


Hyperactivity 


9 


12.5 


63 


87.5 


Immaturity 


12 




60 


83.3 


Home/schpol value conflict 






71 


- '98 . ■6-' 


Physical appearance 


5" 


6.9 


; 67 


93.1 


Lack of preschool education 


3 


4.2 


69 


95.8 


Working parents 


3 • 


4 ..2 


69 


95.8 


I^Iegative social behavior 


12 


16.7 


60^ 


.83.3 


T^ruancy . 


0 


o.o' 


72 


100.0 


Xegal problems- / 


1 


1.4 


71 


98.6 
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54 



64 



2 a' and 

Why do some of these problems (Question #1) occur in your view? 
. Are there common home or educational experiences which seqiii to 
cause these problems? . > 



Economic background 


Yes 


Percentage 


Nb 


Perce 


ntage 


27 


37.5 


45 


62 


. 5 


Teacher ability 


4 


5.6 


68 


94 


.4 


Teacher/administrator 










• 


duuiuuaes 


6 


8 . 3 


66 


91 


. 7 


L^ck of special programs 


6 


8.3 


66 


91 


.7 


Permissiveness in home/school 


10 


13.9 * 


62 


: 86 


.1 


iNcyduxvti parenuaX atuluUQ^S 








V 




uuwa-LU scnoox 


7 


9 . 7 


65 


90 


.3 


Inappropriate ability grouping 


1. 


1. 4 


71 


98 


• 

.6 


Experiential deprivation 


18 


25. 0 


54 


0 75 


. 0 


cui uurai^ aeprivation 


14 


19.4 


58 


80 


.6 


ramxiy proDiems/aisruption 


29 


4 0.3 


43, 


59 


.7 


What are some of the common sig 


nals 


that you feel 


iden 


tify . 




students who need special help? 












Yes 


Percentage' 


No 


Percentage 


nconontic DacKgrouna 


2 . 


2.8 


&9 


97 


.2 . 


leacner aDiiiuy 


U 


0.0 


71 


100 


.0 


1 eacner/ aami^istrator 














1 


1.4 - ^ 


70 


98. 


6 


ijciujs. opsciai prograJTio 


u 


U . U 


/i 


i6o. 


0 


rermissiveness in nome/scnool 


0 


0 . 0 


71 


100. 


0 


iMcyduxvc pd-Lenuai. aut^iT-Uues 














u 


U . U 


/ 1 


100. 


0 • 


.X. iid^^j. J. X ci cuL/xxxuy yxcjupxny 


u 


u . u 


/ 1 


100. 


0 


i-i^^c J. xcii ux cix Utr£^X X V a UXUIl 


9 


^ . o * 


^ Q 


97. 


2 


uuiuurai aepriva^uion 


1 


1 . 4 


70 


98*. 


6 


Family projDlems/disruption 


1 


1 . 4 


70 


98. 


6 


Home environment ' ' 


1 


1 . 4 


70 


98. 


6 


Improper^ child care 


5 


7.0 


66 


93. 


0 


Physical handicaj)s 


13, 


« * inn 

18.3 


58 


81; 


7 


iiearning aisaDilities 


¥ 


'2 2^.5 


55 


77. 


5 " _ 


Emotional/psychological . 












problems 


40 


56 . 3 


31 


. . 43 . 


7 


Poor/negative self-image 


1 




70 


' ■ 98. 


6 


xjuw xnuexesu ox mouivauion 


1 1 


1 D . 5 


dO 


• 84. 


5 * 


-Speech problems ^ " _ _ 


4 


5.6 


67 


94. 


4 


Low achievement ^ ' ^' "V' 


i'9 "." 


2-6.8- ' 


52 


73. 


2 


Negative peer influence 


0 


o.o' % 


71 


100. 


0 


Poor peer relations . 


8 


11.3 


63 


88. 


7 . 


Hyperactivity 


8 


11.3 


6.3 


88. 


7 


Immaturity 


6 


8.5 


65 


91. 


5 ■ 


Home/school value conflict 


0 


.0.0 




100. 


0 


Physical appearance 


3 


■ 4.-^ 


?^ 


\ 95. 


8 


Lack of preschool e^ducation 


X 


i.4 


70 


V 98. 


6 


Working parents 


0 


0.0 


71 


roo. 


6 
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65 



Negatiive social behavior 
Truancy 

Legal problems 



Yes Percentage No 

19 26.8 52 

2 2.8 69 

1 1.4 70 



Percentage 
73.2 
97.2 
98.6 



3. Could you list order o'f importance the areas of di^advantagement 
which lead to educational problems? ' 





xes 


Percentage 


No 


Percentage 


I^V«owilV^lllXV«. iiJ Cl V«« A. ^ i. ^ Ll 11 vi 


I. £. 




-) U 




±^a,\^LL^±. CLU JL d. JL^ L.jr 


n 
u 


u . u 


/ z 


inn n 


leacner/ auminis ura uor 










' d L. U J. U LI U C ^ 




b . y 


d7 


9 J . 1 • - 


ijauK UL op6CJ.a.x programs 


U 


U . U 


/ Z. 


inn c\ ^ 
10 0 . U 


*cJ-iiixooj^vdit5oo Xll JlxJinti / oC^Il\J\JX 


X 


1.4 


/ 1 


Q O £i 

y 0 . D 


i^cyauj-vtr ^aXc^iUdX a. u L.J. uUClSo 










uowar Q s cnoo x * 


4 


5 . 6 


68 


94.4 


Inappropriate ability grouping 


1 


1.4 ^ 


71 


98.6 


Experiential deprivation 


17 


23.6 


55 


7 6.4 


^jiiuurai aeprivation 


7 


9.7. 


65 


90.3 


rdiTiJLiy proDiems/ aisruption 


lb 


20.8 


57 


7 9 .^2 . 


HoTTiP pn\7"i TonmoTTh 




Q 


7 
D / 


Q 7 • 1 




1 ^7 


Z 0 . 4 




7 Q ^ 


II o J. VpoO. X iiciiiU'iy*clL.'o 


1 0 


Z D • U 




7 n 


Learnina di «?;5Hi 1 i "hi f^c^ 


1 0 


10./ 


D U 


0 J . ^ 


EmoJiiojial/psychO'logical 






t 




Droblems . 


1 1 

X X 




1 

0 1 


P /I 7 
0 4 . / 


Poor /neoa t i ve spI "F — i Tn^rro 


Q 
o 


11 1 

X X . X 


D 4 


P P Q " 
0 0 . ^7 


Low interest or motivation 


4 


5 6 


u u 




Speech problems 


' 3 


4.2 


- 69 


95.8 


Low achievement 


3 


4.2 


69 


• 95.8 


Negative peer influence 


1 


1.4 


71 


98.6 


Poor peer relations 




5<6 


6'8 


94.4 ■ 


Hyperactivity ^ 


2 


2.8 


7p. 


• 97.2 


Immaturity 


-5 


« 6. 9 


67 


93.1 


Home/school value conflict 


3 . 


4.2 ' 


69 


95-. 8 


Physical appearance 


1 ' 


1.4 


71 • 


98.6 ^ 


Lack of preschool education 


2 


2.8 


70 


97.2 


Working parents 


2 


2.8 


70 


9 7. '2 


Negative social behavior 


3 


4.2 


69 


95.8 


Truancy 


0 


0.0 


7-2 


100.0 


Legal problems 


0 * 


0.0 


72 


100.0 . 



13d. Within the disadvantaged parents group, what do- you see as 
blocks to e^ffective involvement with the problems. of ^their 
children? * 



* 


Yes 


Percentage 


No 


Percentage 


Working parent/lack of time 


11 


15.3 •' 


61 


84.7 


Parental emotional/psycholog- 










ical problems 


4 


5.6 


68 


94.4 


Parental self-image 


14 


. 19.4 


58 


80.6 


Communication problems 


9 


12.5 


63 


87.5 
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6G 




mck of education/knowledge 
Negative attitude 
' toward schools 
Def ensivenes^ concerning 

children's problems 

Lack, of inf ornvation concerning 
*Their rights; who to see; 

their children's problems 6 



les 

9 


Percentage 


No 


Percentage 




16.7 


60 


83.3 


6 


8.3 


66 


91.7 



8.3 

EXHIBIT 4 - - III 



6« 



91.7. 



Elekents of Educational Disadvantage 
, Comparison of Parental and Pro&essional Views 

l3b (Parent Form) and 14b (School Fonn) . ! 

Following is a list of conditions believed to be responsible for 
making it harder for studenis to do their best in school. (Rate 
the ejttent to 'whicH they disrupt good performance). 



Percentages Across 
Good Medical Care' Not Available 

Not 
Responsible 



Very 
Responsible 
42.6 
37.2 



Responsible 



Professionals 42.6 41.2 16.2 

Parents 37.2 38.8 -r- 24.0 

Total ' - . V . - 

House Without Modern Plumbing, Electricity or Heat 



Professionals 19.7, 

Parents 32.8' 
Total 

Shortage of Clothes 

Professionals ^6.1^ 

Parents 34.8 
Total 

Not Enough Good Food 

Professionals 65.7 

Parents " 49.2 
Total 

No Preschool Education 

Professionals 55.1 

Parents / 52.s4 
Total , 

,Not Enough Family income 

Professionals 47.1 4» 

Parents 2 8.0 
Total 

Use of Drugs or Alcohol 

Professionals ' 49.3 

Parents- - - 69.9 

Total * . ' 

Only One Parent in Home 

Professionals 50 . 0 

Parents 26.8 
Total ' 



54.5 
35.5 



52.2 
44.4 



30. 0 
39.2 



25.8 
31.7- 



24, 
28, 



42. 6 
45.5 



21 

20, 



4 
11 



20 

19, 



10, 
26 



3 
6 



44, 
19. 



41.4 
45.8 



6\0 
.10.9 



8.6 
27.4 
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Total 
Responding 

r 68 ' 

183 
* 251 

66 

183 
249 

V 

if' 
69 

187 

251 

70 

181 ^ 
251 



69 
185 
254 



68" 
- 189 
257 

67 

183 
250 



70 
179 
249 



• * * percentages Across 

Unemployment 

Very 
Responsible 
Professionals, ' 40.6' 
Parents 27.9 - ' ' 

Total . • J - 

Parents With Limited Education 



Responsible 
52.2 
41.5 



Professionals 52 • 1 

]?arents 24.2 
Total ' ; * 

Parents' Tiealth , 
Professionals 25 . 4 

Parents 21.6 
Total 

Family Mobility 
Professionals 40.4 
Parents 9.7 
4 Total^ 



39, 
33. 



67.2 
48.1 



^47.1 
25.8 



Not 
Responsible 
7*2 
6 



8, 
42. 



7. 
30. 



12. 
64. 



Total 
Responding 
69 

/ 183 , e 
252 • 

71 
186 ' « 
257 ' 

67 
185 
• 252 

70 ' • 

' 186 
256 



15b (Parent , Form) and 16b (.School Form). 

Which of the following conditions most limit a child*^ ability to 
do his or her best, in school? 



Overweight 



Professionals 11 . 1 ' 
Parents. r 16.4 
Total/ 

Contagj,6us Diseaaeg 
Professionals 12 . 5 

Parents • ^27.0 
Total ^ 

Mental Illness 
Professionals 38.9 
Parents 54,0 ; 

Total 

Learning Disabilities 
Profesisionals - 58.3 
Parents _ 55.0 

Total 

Retardation 

Professionals 51.4 
Parents 56.6 
Total 

Crippldng Physical Handicaps 
Professionals l€.l ^ 

Parents 44.4 
Total „ I 



Percentages Across 
* > 

Most Limit . Less Limit 



88.9 
83 .6 



87 

73, 



61, 
46, 



4.1, 
45, 



48, 
4.3, 



81, 
55. 



V 



Total 
Responding 
72 
189 

261 ' ' 



72 
189 
261 



72 
189 
261 



72 
189 
261 



72 
189 
261 

72" 
189 
261 
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/ 



58 



68 



% *Poor Vision 



Most Limit 



. Percentages Across 



t ^ 



40.3 
64.6 



Less Limit 
59*7 

35:4 



Prof essiopals 
Parents 
Total?. 
Pobp Jlearlng 

Professionals '38.9 ' .61.1 

Parent* ' 6 3.5 3 6.5 

Tojtal 

Not Able to. Understand Whafc is Being Taught ' 



^ Professionals 0,0 
^ Parents 63.0 
Total 

Physical \Def ects 

Professionals 
^Parents 
. Totai 

Underweight 

Professionals 

Parents 

Total ' \ ^ 

Emotional Nervousness 
Professionals 



22.^2 
34.9 



15.3 
16.9 



^Parents 
Total <- 



52.8 
51. ^ 



P. 



lOO.'O 
37.0 



77.8 
65.1 



■84.7 
83.1 



47-. 2 
48.1 



Total 
Responding 
72 
189 
26T 

72 
189* 



17a (Parent Fonn) and 17a (School 
Form) . 

What is the attitude of the schools ^ 
toward a child who- needs help with 
special problems? 

pWrce'ntages Across 

Professionals Total 
Positive Neutral Negative Responding' 



•80.9 

Parents 

45.1 
Total 



8.8 
38.^ 



iO.3 
16.3 



68 

184 
252 



^261 

72 
189 
261 



l^b (Parent Form) and 17b (School 
Form),. , ^ 

What do ybu think is the attitude 
of a child with educational prob- 
lems toward the schools? 

Percentages As-ross 

Total 

Positive Neutral Negative Responding 
• - • 64 




21.9 
39.7 



34.4 
4 5. '3 



179 
243 
f 



.r 



59' 



69 



ERIC ^ 



SECTION IV 

The Per'ception of Needs -By 
Type of District 



In Section II we described the pr6eess of selecting ±he -sample 
of school district's within which th,e interviews which made up- 
our field survey yjere to be .conducted • This process included 
'an analysis of population differences^in districts which enabled 
a distinction to be made "between i^rb^, suburban and tural dis-- 

' tricts. It also included fen..analysi^ in order that v;tl^e districts 
could be\ separated into those with favorable, average and unfavor- 
able economic conditions, piiastlj^, it included a comparative 
analysis of the, recorded l^yel of achievement by -students in each 
school district as irteasure^ by Stanfbrc^nd Otis test Scores so 
that the districts could be separated as to good, averabe and 

• poor levels of achievement. ' - \ 

In Section III, we have analyzed the responses to questions 'de- 
signed to reveal 'the elejnents which, in the ^opinion of both of 
our sample groups, make up educational disadVantage' in our state. 
The question to be answered in. this part of Section IV i^ whether, 
if we look at the' differing w^^^s in whi<?h key' questions are an- 
swered in the nine categories of districts alluded to above, we ' 
can begin to discern patterns in the occurrence of educational 
disadvantage:, . ^ . f 

The purpose her^' is to go beyond the description of educational 
disadvantage ^in order to identify the deficiencies the sample 
identified as Xike^ly to occur in each type of district:. The final 
goal of this study is* to Enable both school districts and Title I 
planning personnel (a) to design programs^ which are accurately 
aimed ^e^l educational disadvantages as identified by their 
parents and' school* personnel; and (b)' to develop a sufficient 
level of awareness so that the programs they design will truly 
answer needs of their particular districts. 

' Needs Identified By the Interviewees 

Exhibit 1 shows some of the key elements of educational disadvantage 
identified by both the jjarent and professional gifoups. Itr is ap- 
parent that in the opinion of both groups there are broad differences 
in* the degree of occurrence of these indicators in different kinds 
of districts. These elem^ents are further identified below in order 
of 'priority in each of tihe nine district breakdowns. 
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Elements of Educational Disadvantage. 
Views of Parents by Type of District 



Yes - Good 



Teacher attitudes 
Overly permissive; 
*a<''-s'-*w lack ^ of discipline 
, y/(hane/school ) 
^^ck of preschool 
education • 
' Family disruption or 
prdDlems 
Jjeaming or reading 
disabilities 



Yes - Good 



Overly permissive; 

lack of discipline 

(home/school) 
Teacher attitudes 
Teacher ability or 

classroon per- 
formance 
Lack of preschool ^ 

education 
Family disruption or 

pr(±>lems 
Grcvded or noisy schools 

and classes 



SES 

Yes - Average 

Teacher attitudes 
Family disruption or 

problOTs 
Teacher ability or 

classroon per- 

fonmnce 
Overly permissive; 
' lack of discipline 

(hcme^^hool) ' 
Parental attitudes 
Qnotional or psychiatric 

problOTs 



Achievement Score 
.> Yes - Average 

Tteacher attitudes ^ 
Family disruption or 

problems 
Teacher ability or 

classroon per- ^ 

formance 
^Parental attitudes 
Learning or reading 

disabilities 



Yes - Poor 

Teacher attitudes 
low interest in or 

motivation for 

school work 
Learning or reading 

disabilities 
Student dislike of 

teacher/school 
Family disruption 

or problems 
Teacher ability or 

classroom per- 
formance 



Yes 



Poor-^ 



Teacher attitudes 
low interest in or 

motivation for 

school wrk 
Student dislike of ^ 

teacher/s6hool . 
Learning or reading 

disabilities 
Family disruption or 

problems- ' 



Yes - Urlpan 

Teacher attitudes 
Teacher ability or 

classroon per- 
formance 
Family disruption or 

problems 
IXM interest in or 

motivation for 

school work 
Overly permissive; 

lack of discipline 

(home/school ) 
Parental attitudes 



Type of Distri^ct 
Yes - Suburban * 

Teacher attitudes 

Overly permissive ^ 
lack of discipline 
(hone/school) 

Lack of preschool 
education ^ 

Learning or reading 
disabilities 

Teacher ability or 
classroom per- 
formance 



Yes - Rural 
>• 

Teacher attijiudes 
Family disruption 

or pr(±)lems 
Learning ^r reading - 

disabilities 
Overly permissive; 

lack o£ discipline 
' (hone/school) 
Student dislike of - 

teacheir/school 
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Elements of Educational Disadyantag 



Views of Professionals by Type of. Ddstrict 



Yes - feood 

Bnotional/psychological 
problanns 

Cultural deprivation 

Learning disabilities: 
mental retardation , 
short attention, etc, 

Dnnaturity : emotional , 
mental and physical 

Family problesnns/ 

" disruption 

Physically handicapping 
conditions : health 
problesnns, heredity, etc. 

Negative social behaviors 



SES 

Yes r Average - ^ 

Learning disabilities: 
mental retardation, 
short attention^ etc. 

Physically handicapping 
conditions : health 
problems, heredity, etc. 

Elibtional/psychological ^ 
problenis 

Economic background 

Family problenis/ 
disruption 

Improper -child care 



Yes - Poor 

Learning disabilities: 
^[vental » retardation , 
short attention, etc* 

Econcniic badc^roynd 
* Family prctoleins/^ 
:disruption 

Improper child care 

Briotional/psycholog'ical 
problems^ 

Poor/negative self- 
imge 



Yes - Good 

Physically handic^pin^^' 
conditions : health 
problems, heredity; etc, 

Rnotional/psychological 
problems 

Family problems/ 
disruption 

Cultxaral deprivation 

Lew ijiterest in or 
motivation for school 
vork 

Jnmatur ity : emotional , 
mental and physical 



Achievement Score 
Yes - Average 

Learning disabilities: 
mental ret^dation, 
short attention, etc. 

SnnDtional/psybhplogical 
problems 

Ecaicmic background 

Physically handicapping 
conditions : health 
problons, heredity, etc. 

Family problons/ 
disruption 

Inrproper child 'car^'- 



Yes - Poor 

Learning idisabilities: 
mental retardation, 
short attention, etc,.. 
Economic background , 
Low interest in or 
motivation for school , 
wrk 

Experiential deprivation 
Family prc±)iems/ 
, ' disruption 
. Inpropet child care 



Yes Urban 



Type of District 
Yes - * Suburban 



Yes - Rural. 



Learning disabilities: 
mental retardation, . 
shprt attention, etc. 

Kiysically handicapping 
conditions: ' Health 
problems, heredity, ^tc. 

Enfvotional/psychological 
problems - ' ^ 

Iitproper child care 

Bconanic back^ound 



Learning disabilijbies: 
mental retardation,^ 

' short attention, etc. 

Emotional/psYchological 
problems ^ 

Family problems/ 
disrupt io^:i 

Cultural deprivation 

Physically handic^ping 
conditions^ health 
problems, heredity, etc. 

Htmaturitry: ^ emotional, 
mental " and physical 



Econonic background 
Rnotional/psycholoqical 

problems » * 

Cultural deprivation 
Family problems/ 

disruption 
Learning disabilities: 

mental retardation, 

short attention, etc. 
low ihter^t in or * 

motivation for school 
>wDrk 



Environmental arid^ Hedlth'*N^eds , 

Exhibit 2 shows the' different patterns of ans'wers to Questions '13b 
and 14b ^Ad* 15b. and 16b in which iDoth groups of intertriewees were 
asked to prioritize the import'ance of specific environmentarl and 
health deficiencies in terms of their effect in making it more ^ 
difficu-lt for children to maintain satisfactory performance in 
school. B^16W;j57e list the priorities ascribed to .theses factots 
in each of-.thie t^v^es of districts. In the case of^Questions I3t) 
and 14b, the totiJ^g^mple has been divided to obtain separate 
preference lists. \ ' >; 

Environmental Sources of Disadvantage 

Views of Parents by Type of ^District 



Very Responsible 

Good 

No preschool educationT 
Use of drugs or alcohol 
I^t enough good f oosd . 
House without modem 

plumbing, electricity 

or heat 
Good medical care not 

'available 



SES 

Very Responsible 

Average , 

Use of durgs ^or alcohol 
Ho preschool education 
I^t enough good food 
Good medical care not 

available 
Chily one parent in the 

heme 

Shortage of' clothe.s 



Very Responsible 

Poor 

Use of drugs or alcohol 
Not enough good food 
Na preschool education 
Good medical care not ' 

available 
Shortage* of clothes ^ 
Parents with limited 

education 



Very Responsible 

Good 

use of drugs or alcoliol 
ISfc) preschool education 
House without modem 

plunbing, electricity 

or heat 
Not enough good food 
Q^d medical care? not 
Available 



Very Responsible 

Urban 

Use of. drugs 'or alcdiol 
Nd preschool education 
Not enough good food 
Only one parent in the 
'heme 

Shortage of clothes ' 



, Achievement- Score 
Very Resp9nsible 

"Average; , 
Use of drugs car alcohol 
No preschool education 
Itot enough good food . 
Good medical care, not 
' available 
Shortage of clothes 



, Type of 'District 
Very Responsible 

Suburban 
Use of drugs or alcohol 
No preschool education 
^ House without modem 

plipbing, electricity 

or- heat 
Not enough good f oq^ 
Shortage of clothes 
Good medical care not 

availjable 



Very Responsible 

'_ Poor , 

Use of drugs, or alcohol 
Not enough good food 
No preschool education 
Good medical care not 
• available' ^ 
Shortage of clothes 



Very Resp9nsible 

Rural 

Use of drlugs or alcohol 
Not enough good food 
No preschool education 
Good medical care not 

aval e 
House wiQiout modem 
' jilumbing, electricity 

or heat 



Environmental*' Sources of Disadvantage 
Views of ^rof essional^ by Type of District 



Very 'Responsible 

, ' Good 

bJot enough good food 
Good medical care 'hot 

available 
No preschool education 
^ Oily one parent in the 
• home / 

Unemployment • ♦ 



SEg 

Very Responsible- 

Average ' 
NDt enough good^ food 
No preschool education 
Oily one parent in the 
home 

Use ^f drugs' or alcohol 
Not enough family incore 



Very 'Responsible 

Poor 

Parents with limited 

' Education ' 
Not enough good food 
No preschool educaticxi^ 
Inadequate family 
transportation 

^Good meciical care not 
'available 



Very Responsible 

Good . 

Not enough* good food 
Qily one parent in the 
home 

Good medical care not 

'available 
House without modem 

pluntoing, electricity 

or heat 
Not enough family *inccg\e 
Unemployment 
Use of drugs or alcohol 



Very Responsible 

' Urban 

Not enough good fc3od 
.Use of drugs or alcohol 
Only one parent in the 
home 

No pr,eschool education 
Parents with limited 
educa^tion 



Achievement Score 
Very Responsible 

Average • ' . 
Not enough good food 
'SpVy-4S5C)reschool education 
Usl^f drugs or aloohol 
Qil^ one parent in the 

home " - ^ 
Parents with limited 
education 
' i;]heiiplqyment 



Type of, District 
Very Responsible 

Suburban • ^ 
Not Enough good food 
Cn^y one p^ent in the 
' hone 

'4:yNot enough family income 
Good medical care n9t 

available 
No preschool education 
UnOTployment ^ 



Very Responsible 

Poor 

Par^ts with limited " 

education 
Not ehough good f<^ 
No preschool education \ 
Use of xirugs Or alcohol 
Inadequate family 
' tran.sportation * ' 



Very Responsible 

Rural 

Not enough good food 
No preschool education 
Parents with limited 

education 
Good medical care not • 

available 
Inadequate family 

transportation 
Not enough family income 
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Spurces of Educational Disadvantage Related to| Health s 
Combined Views by Parents and Professionals by Type] of District 



Most Limit/ing 

Good 
Reta;rdation/^ 
Poor' visiori 
Poor hearing 
Learriing ^isabil ities 
Mental imness 



SES 

Most Limiting 
Average . 
Poor vision 
Poor hearing 
Learning disabilities* 
Qnotional nervousness 
, Retardation 
NDt able to understand 
v*iat is being taught 



Mosn Limiting 

jPoor 

Retardation . 
Learning disabilities 
Poor vision 
Mental illness , ^ 
Poor* hearing 
Qnot^nal nervou'sness 
Not able to understand 
what is being taught 



Mosty Limiting 

^ood 

Poor/ vision 
Poor hearing 
Leapiing disabilities 
Rej&rdation 

^tiqnal nervousness 
ital illness 
3t able to unders'tand 
^hat is being taught 



Most Limiting 
^Urban 
^\ Learning disabilities 
Poor hearing 
Poor vision 
EJnotional nervousness 
Retardation 



Achievement Score 
Most Limiting 

Average^ 
Poor vision 
Poor hearing 
Learning disabilities 
Retardation 
Brotional nervousness 



Type of District 
Most Limiting 

Suburban 
Retardation 
Rx^r vision 
PcxDr hearing 
Learning disabilities 
Bnotional nervousness 
Mental illnefes/« 



Most Limiting 

* Poor 

Retardation 
Learning disabilities 
Poor vision 
Poor hearing 
Mental illness 
Einotional nervousness 
Not ^le to understand 
v*iat is being taught 



Most Limiting 

Rural 

Poor vision 
Poor hearing 
Learning disabilities 
Retardation 
Mental illness : , 
Not able to understand 
what is being taught 
feinotional nervousness 



t ' ^ . ' Awa'reness of Programs i 

* ^ ; 

Exhibit '3 shows the answers ta a number ^f questions which odcurred on 
one, or the other or both instruments which were designed to demonstrate 
the^ level of awareness of the availability of programs both inside and 
outside the school system which could be used to assis't students who 
were unable to maintain a satisfactory levfel of - performance. . The fol- 
lowing percentages are an average of responses ih the nine typeA of 
districts and indicate different cumulative levels of awareness^n 
type fif district. All of the questions ,were averaged except *for^ 
Question 7 on tive school form. ^ : ' ' 

Cumulative Awareness by Type of T)istrict 



e^ch 



SES 



Achievement Score 



^Good Avera-ge ^ Poor 'Good Average Poor 



• ' Type of District 
U^ban Suburban Rural 



52.8 



.5 61.2 62. 8 50.6 



61.7 



60.7 62.0 



56.3 



59.8 
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ERLC 



The Roles of School Personnel 



Exhibit 4 shows how the roles qf school personnel were* perceived in 
each type of district by both the parent and professional interviewees. 

Program Needs 

Exhibit 5 shows the preferences of, the sample for different ameliorative 
emphases in school programming by type of district. ' 



/ Participation and Support 

' The questions in this section are thpse whi.ch were designed to measure 
relative degrees of participation and support liy the parents of educa- 
tionally disadvantaged children. The lists which follow show the ^ 
differences in the thinking of the total sample in response to 
Questions 12a and 13a and 14 and 15 by type of district. (See Exhibit 

Participation and Invplvement ,by Parents ' 

Combined Views of Parents and Professionals by Type of District 



6) 



Yes^- Good 
' Individual conferences 
with teachers' 

Parents' nights 

Meetings witb principals^ 

Specif i3ally requesting 
more infonnation / 

Parent-Tfeacher or- 
ganizations 



Yes f- Good 
Indi|>idual conferences 

with teachfers 
Parents' nights 
Meetings with principals 
Specifically requesting 

more ihfonnation 
Parent -Ifea.cher prr 

gainizations 



Yes 



Urban 



Individual conferences 

with teachers 
Parents' nicfits ^ 
^feetings with principals 
Specifically requesting 

more information 
Parent-Teacher or- 
ganizations ^ 



SES 

Yes - Average 

Individual o^iif erences 
with teachers 

Parents' nights* 

Meetings with principals 

Parent-Teacher or- 
ganizations 

Specifically requssting 
mor^ information 

Achievement Score 
Yes - Average 
Individual conferences' 

with teachers 
Parents ' - nights. 
Meetings with principals ^ 
Parent-Teacher or- ' / 
. ganizations / 
Specifically requesting^ 
, more information 

Type of Distric 
Yes - Suburban ■ j 
Individual conferences 

with teachers / 
Parents' nights / 
Msetings with principals 
Specifically requesting 

more information/ 
Parent- Teacher or^ 

ganizations 



Yes - Poor 
Indi'^'idual conferences 
^ with teachers 
Parents' nights 
Meetings with principals 
Parent-'feacher or- 

I ganizations 
Specifically requesting. 

*more infonratiorl 



Yes - Poor 

Individual conferences 
*with teachers ^ 

Parents' nights 

Meetings with principals 

Parent-Teacher or- 
ganizations 

Spegif ically* requesting 
VCOX& infonration 



Yes - Rural 

Individu^ conferences 
with teachers 

Parents' nights 

teetings'with principals 

Parent-Teacher or- 
ganizations 

Specifically requesting ' 
more infonnation 
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Methods o'f Student Support Compared 



Cc*T«bined Views of Parents and Professionals by Type of District 



Most 'Helpful 

^ Good 
Relationships of trust and 

confidence between parent 

and child 
A haj^ hoine 
Encouragement to do well 

by parents ^ 
Frequent good family 

discussions 
Having reference books 

and other study aids 

available | 

Most Helpful 
Good 

Relationships df trust and 

confidence between parent 

and child 
Encouragonent to do well 

by parents 
A ha£^ hone « 
FreqvJent good family 

discussions 
Having reference hocks u 

and other study aids 

available 



Most Helpful 
Urban 

Relationships of trust and 
* confidence between parent 

and child 
A happy home 

Encoiaragement to do well ' 

by parents 
Having reference books . 

and other study aids 

available < 
-Prequent good, family 

discussions ' 



SES 

Most Helpful 

Av era^ j e. ' ^ 

RelatioMldiips of trust and 
confidence between parent 
and^ child 
Encouragement to do well 

by parents 
A happy hon^^ 
Having refer^ce books 
and other study aids 
V available 
Frequent good family 
discussions 

Achievement Score 
Most Helpful 
^ Average 

Relationships of trust and 

confidence between par^t 

and child 3 

A happy hone ' " 
Eiioouragement t& do well 

by parents 
Frequent good family 

discussions 
Having reference books 

and other study aids 

available — 

Type of District 
Most Helpful 

Suburban 
Relationships of trust and 

confidenc e between p arent 

and child 
Frequent good family 

discussions 
A happy_hcHne 

Enoo\lrag€inent tci do well . 

by parents 
Having ref^enoe books 

and other study aids ^ 

available 



Most Helpful 

Poor 

'Relationships of trust and 

confidence betv^en parent 

and child 
A happy home 
EnoourageiTient to do well 

by parenps 
Freqiisnt good family 

discussions 
Having reference books 

and other study aids 

available 



Most Helpful 

Poor 

Relationships of trust and 

confidence between parent 

and child 
A happy home 
Enoouragonent; to do 

by parents , 
Having reference books 

and other sttic^ aids 

available 
Frequent good family . 

distaissions 



Most, Helpful 
Rural 

Relationships of trust and 

confidence betv^^n parent 

and child 
Enoouraganent 'to do well 
r, by parents P . 

A happy hcxne 
Having reference books 

and other study aids 

available 
Frequent good family 

discussions 



Attitudinal Questions 

Exhibit 7 brings together questions whiC5h measure the attitudes of the 
respondents towards various prospective student achi^ements^ as well as 
other attitudinal questions. The lists which follow illustrate the 
differences-- in answers to Question~t6" by^type of district. ^ * 
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Comparative Importance of Student Achievements 
' Views of tlie Parents by Type of District . 



Very Important 
Gdbd - 

Graduation fron ele^>entary 
high 



school / 

ran hie 



Graduation fr 
school 

Learning a trade or wDrk 
.skill 

Completing study assign- 
ments 

Learning to get along 
with othei^s 



Very Important 
Good 



SES* 
Very Important 

, ^ 'leverage 
Graduation from high 

^ school 

^aduation fron elementary 
school 

Learning a trade or work . 

skill ^ ' ' 

Learning to get along 

with others^ 
Completing study assign- 
i pents 

Achievement Score 
Very Important 
Average 



Graduation f rem elementary^. Graduation f ran high 



school 
Graduation from^igh 

school' 
Oonpleting stuc^ assign- 
ments 

laaming a trade or work 
skill 

Learning to get along 
with others 



Very Important 



Urban 



Graduation fron high 
school 

Graduation fron elementary 

school ^ ' ; 

Learning a trade or work 

skill 

lieaming to get aloog 
with others 

Cdrpleting study assign- 
ments 



school 

Graduation fron elaneritary 
school 

Learriirlg a' trade or work 
skill ' ' ' 

Learning^ to get along 
with others 

Coipleting study assign-' 
ments 

^ • , ^ 

Type of District 
,.Very Invportant 
Suburban . 
Graduation from elementary 

school 
Graduation from high 

school V 
Learning a trade or work 
. skill 

Oonpleting study assign-' * 

ments - " 
.Achieving good grades . 

I) 

* * * 
Special Program Funding " 



Very Important^ 

Poor ' 

Learning to get along 

^ with others 
Graduation from high 
school 

Learning a trade or work 
skill 

Corpleting. study assign- ' 
ments 

Graduation from elementary 
school > 



Very Important 

Poor 

learning to get along 

with others - 
Graduation from high 

school 

learning a trade or work, 
• skill . 

Graduation fron elententary 
-school 

Coipleting study assign- 
ments 



Very Imp ^.r rant j 

Rural 

Graduation from high 
school 

laamim. a trade or work 
skiir' 

Graduation fron felepentary 

."^ school, ' 
Learning to get aTong 

with othj^s ^ 
Completing stucfy assign- 
, ments 



Two questions , with regard to the ^ perception loy prbf essiona-ls as to 
fuAding of special* programs were 'asked. (See Exhibit 8) * 



* Children in Specaal Education 

Exhibit 9 contain^ the income, diatribution of families with children 
• re.c'eiving special ediication by, type of district. It Is included in 
order to indicate the degree- to whijch parents .in the different types^ 
pf economic; achievement^ and population disti^icts ijif fer as to the 
likelihood that their disadvantaged children will receive special 
'4S^"^cation. . ; ' ^ * , ' ' - - 
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SECTION V 



Areas for 'Further Study 

In the course of analyzing the large body of ^data generated during- 
this study, several provocative questions arose which appear to 
warrant further study and investigation. 

Co mmu n 1 c a 1 1 o rte 

Another anomaly presented itself in the area of communications 
between the schools and the parents. Asked whether a number of 
communications devices were of value, - whether or not they wfere 
currently in use - there, was nearly unani-mous Agreement between 
the two groups that they were (Questions lib and 12b) . 



However,, when the professionals were askecj whether these communi- 
cations tools^ were 4Deing currently employed, their answers varied 
greatly with those of parents who were afeked wl:iether they are 
receiving them (Questions 11a and 12a) . ' V7ith the exception o£ • 
report cards, which nearly all respondents agreed were in existence, 
answers varied from more than 20 percent to more than 40 percent 
regarding other communications tools, as shown in the table below. 



Report Cards 

Professionals 92. 9 

Parents 92.0 

School Newsletters 

Professionals . 51.7 
Parertts .28.8 



Periodic In forma 



tion About ^<fe^ool Affai 



rs 



Professionals 
Parents 



87.3 
68.5 



Individual Reports From Teachers 



Profess ioVials 
Parents 



90.6 
69.9 



Individual Reports 
From Counselors 



Professionals 
Parents 



Information on -Available ^Special Help 



72.3 Professionals 
29,3 . Parents 



68, 
36, 



Requests Te.agher/ Parent Conferences ^ 
Professio^Ml^ / 97.1 

Parents p'' ^ 71.7 ' * ' 

It seem^ fair to conclude from these divergent figures, that no 
matter fiow accurate the views of the professionals on the current, 
use of Jthese communication methods, parents either do not receive 
them or -'do r^ot recognize what they are. 



This wolald lead to a conclusion that these tools for communicating 
between ♦the schools and the parents of educat-ionally disadvantaged 
students must be made more understandable and ' distributed in ways 
to brincf them more forcefully , to the attention of parents. 

^ The Availability and Utilization of Special Education 



Exhibit. 9 in Section IV illjastrates the participation of children 
in speqial education courses who are members of families which 
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make up our sample by income range withm each type "of school 
.district. It IS apparent that there are other ways m which 
this question can be approached. One of the ways which appears 
^useful IS to f.ind out whether there are differences in partic- 
ipation in special education by income group m different types 
of families. The following, Exhibit 1, is an opening approa^sh 
to some of these questions. Over the whole sampl4, it makes 
several things apparent:-. 

there is a much larger participation in special education 

by children in famfl^ies with incomes of more than $5, 500 ' 

than there is m lower income families; 

there is a larger {participation in special-'-educa.tion when 
the family has two parents living at home th^n when it 
has only oj;^e; 

« 

there is a higher rate of participation in special education 
if the mother has attended high school than if she has at- 
tended eight grades or less; ^ 

conversely, there is a lower rate of participation if the. 
mother has attended more than twelve grades. These. last 
two observations may indicate a greater perception of need 
by the mother if she has attended high* school and a smaller ~ 
incidence of need if she has a higher education; 

the figures for participation when linked to the fathers' 
years of education follow closely the results with the 
mothers except for a higher rate of participation when 
the father has a high school diploma or above; 

there is a significantly larger percentage of participation 
in special, education in families with four or more children, 
at home and tour or more school-'age children. 

Attitudes Toward the Role of School Personnel / 

Exhibit 4 in Section IV shows differences in attitudes toward school 
personael in different types of districts. ^Questions 10a and ila 
asked which types of school personnel should be most helpful to 
youngsters having problems. Questions 10b and lib asked for a 
judgment as 'to which type's of personnel have, in fact, been helpful. 

The answers to these questions as shown in Exhibit 2 are revealing. 
It is obvious that some types of school personnel are not thought 
to be very relevant to the problems of disadvantaged children. Even 
more striking, are the wide differences between the answers of the 
professionals and the parents. 

Another insight as to how the roles of school personnel are seen, 
is contained in the different answers from school districts with 
different achievement levels. Exhibit 3 shows these differences. 
Administrators, other than superintendents and principals, are ^ 



102 



\ 



not seen as playing a ,yery strong rfile in poor achievement dis- 
tricts^ Similarly, guidance counselors* are not thought to be • 
highly relevant to the needs of youngsters in poor achievement 
areas. ^ T he sa me, is* true, although to\a lesser extent, of special 
teachers, and student teachers. 

On the other hand, sti^^erintendents , school nurses and school 
board members are tj^ught to be more relevant irr low achievement 
areas. It may be that low achievement school districts do not 
have as many of the first types of personnel on their staffs as 
school districts with better ach-ie'vement levels. 

Participation and Support 

Sec|z:ion IV also discusses the answers to Questions 12a and 13b 
concerning the involvement of parents and Questions 14 and 1^^ 
as]^ing which forms of suppb'rt are most helpful in bringing aBNout 
good achievement. - — r 

Exhibit ^ illustrates briefly both the areas of agreement and 
differences in opinion in response to these questions. In general, 
thiere is agreement between parents and professionals that the op- 
portunities for participation* listed in 12a aqd 13a are effective, 
but -th^i^ is a strong disagreement between the two groups as to 
whether the parents actually h^ve been involved in the specified 
activities. The p.aj:s.nts and pjcpf essionals are strongly disagreed 
as to the usefulness of the forms of support listed in Questions 
14 and 15. Parents display much more faith than professionals in 
Stufly skills, help with hojnewqrk, encouragement by the parents, 
availability of reference books and other study aids, and in the 
power of .example set by other m^embers of the family who are 
^achievers and in the influence of a happy home." * / 
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EXHIBIT 2 - V 



• Attitudes Toward 


t;he Role of School 


Personnel" * 


ahapei;intendents 
Professionals 
Parent's - 


Should be Helpful 

58.3 . ■ 
- 4'2*3 ./ 


'Are Helpful 

82,.9 
*60.4 


Principals. - -J " 
Professionals . 
Parents . - " /, * /-^ - 


••'^ /SI. 7 - - ; 


96.8 
8-6.8 


Other Administrators ^ ' / 
Prof ess iohagls • / > 
Parents ' ' ' • •* ' ' • 


■■ . ^S'.a-. . ■' ■ ■• ■ 


. ■ 86..0 " 
81.3 


CJa-ssroom Teacher^* - - 
Pro'fessionals - * , 
Parents * , 


'■• „'.•■ 87. 5 
' 90.5' ■ ■ 


100.0. 
'92.7 


Guidance Counselor^ • ^" 
Prof e'ssionals ^ 
Parents . ' 


-' . ■ ' 84.7 
■• • 74.7 


93; 6 
.. ■ 89.6' 


Reading ,or Other ^Spegial 

Teachers" 
.Professionals. 
Pa'rents. 


€3.3 
72.5. 


98.3 • 
■ 95.-0' - 


School Nurses - . » 

Professionals 

Parents 


-87.5 • 
59.3 


..' i 
■ ■^'8,4>Ta)- - 
9-G^.8* t 


School Board Mernbers ; 

Professionals 

Parents • 


. ' • 44,4' ' 

■ ' .■ 24.3. ' 


• -v56.'3 ■ - ■ 


Librarians - " 

Professionals 

i^arents 


27.8 . 
■ 30.7 


■...78. .6-: ,-■ 

V. .86 . 8..' ' 


Aides 

Professionals • , 
Parents. v . ; 


50'. 0 

3g.l - • * 


37. 8" 
-83.6 


Student Tea'chers • ' ^ 
Professionals ^' ^ * « . ^ 
Parents 


30.6 • 
.'30.7 < ' \ 


' ' 81.5' 
82.6 


Gym TJeach^rs or ^Cdacl^es . 

Professionals 

Parents 


4 5\8 
■ - ; 46. '6 


^6.8 
84.6 
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12a (Parent Form) and '13a (School 
Form) • . ■ 



EXHIBIT 4 - V 

Parental Involvement 

12b (Parent Form) and 13b (Schodl 
Form) . 



Have you been involved in (do 
parents get involved in) 4ny 
of the ^following? 

Percentaiges Across 
Parent-Teacher Organizations 

Total 

. ' Yes 
Professionals 70.6 



How do you rate their effective- 
ness (the effectiveness of such 
involvement) ? 



Percentages Across 



Parents 
Total 



No Responding 
29.4 68 
34.9 65.1 186 



Effective 
68.5 
76.6 



254 



• NQt 

Effective 
31.5' 
23.4 



Total 
Responding 
54 
124 
178 



Parents ' Nights 

P2;-ofessionals 8$.l 14.9 67 

Parents 64,9 35.1 185 

Total * « 252 



73 
84 



.4 
.0 



26.7 
16.0 



60 
150 
210 



" Individual Conferences With Teachers 



Professionals 97.1. 2.9 
'Parents 76.1 23.9 

Total 



68 
184 
252 



98, 



1,.5 ♦ 



65 
159 . 
224 



School Board Meetings 
Professionals 54.0 46.0 
Parents 20.1 79.9 

Total 



' 63 
179' 
242 



79 
84 



20.9 
15.5 



43 
97 
140' 



Al^tendance in Classes 
Professionals 31^.2 6 8.7 
Parents ' 33\9 66.1 

Total'' 



64 
180 
244 



72. 
88. 



27.8 
1^.9 



36 
109 
145 



Meetings With Principals 

Professionals 85.3 14.7 ^8 

Parents 56.0 44'. 0, 182 

Total ' 250 



98 
89' 



1.-8 
10.6 



55 
132 
187 



0rgani,2ing Parent Meetings 
Professionals 50.0*50.0 . 62 
Parents 18.3 81.7 175 

Total " 237 



89 

88. 



L0.8 
11.5 



37 
96 
133 



Specifiqally Requesting More Infonnation 
Professionals 63.3 36.7 , 60 8p, 



Parents. 
Total 



34 .1 ,65.9 



176. . 
236 



84 



11.9 
15.1 



42. 
106 
148 



14 -(Parent Form) and 15* (School Form) . 

Which of the'se forms' of support are most helpful in bringing about 
good achievement in school? ^ 

/ ^ ' t 

Percentages Across 

A Study Schedule For Completing Homework 

Most Helpful Less Helpful 
" 19.4' 80.6 
75.7 24.3 . 



Professionals 
Parents 
Tptal 



Total Responding 
1I9 



261 



ERIC 
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Help With Homework by Other Family Members ^ ^ 
Most Helpful , * J.'' Less Helpful Total Responding 

Professionals 27.8 ' . 72,2 ' 72 

Parents 63.0 37.0 • 189 

Total ^ ' ^ ^ ' 26l' 

Encouragement to Do Well^> by Parents * . f 

Professionals ^79 .2 20. 8 ' 72- 

Parents 92.6 7.4 189 

Total 26T • 

Having Reference gOoks and Other Study Aids Available 
Professionals 47.2 52 . 8 72 fK 

Parents 86.2 , 13.8 189 

Total ^ 26T 

Frequent Good Family Discussions 

'Professionals ^- "^72 . 2 27,8 72 

Parents • 78.8 21.2 . 189 

Total ^ 267 

Relationships of Trugt and Confidence Between Parent and Chifd 
Professionals 93 . 1 6T9 72 

Parents , . 94.2 5.8 * - 189 

Total ' ' 261 

Good Rates of Achievement in Work or School by Other Family Members 
Professionals 27 . 8 7272 [ 72 

Parents . , 52.4^, ^47.6 ' 189 

Total ? ^ . ^ 26T 

A Happy Home 



Professionals ^ ' 80.6 .19.4 %i 

\ 



72 



Parents ' 95.2.,/ 4.8 \ 189 

Total » 26T . 
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APPENDIX 1 
PARENTS' SURVEY INSTRUMENT 



FORM P 



1. What kinds of things do you believe . cause some children not ^\ 
to do their best in school? 

2. Do any of these things apply to your family and, if so, which 
ones? 

3. (a) Are you aware of any kinds of help* available in the schools 
to help with these types of problems? (b) If yes, have you 
tried to make use of this help? (c) How did it work out? 

4. (a) Have any of your children needed help you felt was not 
available in the schools? (b). If yes, what kind of help? 

5. (a) Is it possible there has been help available in the schools 
and you do not know about it? (b) If so, have you tried to 
find out or do you have any ideas about how to find out what 
help is available? . ^ 

6. (a) Who is the first person or what is the first place you 
would go to seek help for a child having problems with studies 
or behavior related to school? (b) Do you know of specific 
programs you could turn to for this help? 

?• (a) Do you know of (other) people or places ou1;side the school 
system where you could go for help? (b) Hav^e you, or has some- 
one you know, used them? (c) Did they help the children? 
(d) In what ways? ' " 

8. (a) What do you think schools ,3hould provide for your children 
as far as their futures are concerned? (b) Where do you feel 
they succeed and/or fail? 

9. (a) Have you attempted to voice your opinion or take some action 
to make the schools respond in a better way to the needs of your 
children?, (b) If yes, did anyone listen? [ 

Family Characteristics 



(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 
(1) 

1 



10, 



or 



Number of children at home 

Number of school-age children 

Number of cHildren -^involv^ in "special " ' educational 

programs;^.... ' * ; ^ ' 

How many par^htfe'liva at hom^. .•>^.. « * i 

Parents' years of education — -"Mother ..Father 

Parents' ocJ'cupations Mother Father 

'Yearly, income^ange $0-$2,500 

$2,5O0-$,4, 000 - 

$4, 000-$5,500 

* • ? . $5, 500-$7, 000'% . : . . . , 

^ Above $7,0Q,0 

Which of ♦these ty^es^ oi people jio you believe should be most 
ful to youngster &/^^.are having problems? (bj To your know- 

whi,ch have, in ' f^gz , been most helpful" to your children- 
ther children? 




Superintendent ^ • 

Princ^^ipal 

Other -»|dininistrators 
Classfroom teachers 
Guidance counselors 
Reading or other "Special" 
teachers 



f-^' Very 
Helpful 



Helpful 



: Not 
Helpful 
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^ Very Not 
^ Helpful Helpful Helpful 

School nurses * , 

School board members \ ♦ 

Librarians 

Aides 

Student teachers 

Gym- teat::hers or coaches , < 

Other 

11. (a) Do you receive any of the following? 

their usefulness, whether or not you receive them? 

Very Not 



V 



(b) How do you rate 



Yes No 



Useful Useful 'Useful 



Report cards 

Periodic printed infor- 
mation about school 
affairs 

School newsletters 

Individual * reports from 
teachers 

Individual reports from 
counselors 

Information on special 
help available 

Requests for teacher- 
parent conferences 

12. (a) Have you ever been involved in any 
(b) How do you rate their effectiveness 

0 Very 



f the following? 



Yes No Ef f ective^ Effective 



Not 
Effective 



Parent-Teacher . . - 
Organizations ' 

Parents nights ; 

Individual conferences . ♦ 

with teachers ... .-. 

School board meetings 

Attendance in classes ... ^ . . ' 

Meetings with principals i 

Organizing parent groups 

Specifically requesting 

more information ? ; 

13. Following is a list of conditions believed to be responsible 
for making it harder for students to do their best in school, 
(a) Can you add other things to the list? (b) Which of the - 
things on the list do you believe to be: 

Very • Not 
Responsible Responsible Responsible 

Good medicalVcare not available ; 

House without modern plumbing, 

electricity or heat ' 

Shortage of clothes , r. 

Not enough good food • . . * * . . 

No pre-school education , ' ' 

(like kindergarten or * , < " 
Headstart) - 

Not enough family income . . . . . . . * \ ' ' 

Use of drugs or alcohol 4 ; 
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* ^ ' Very Not 

Responsible Responsible Responsible 

Only one parent in the home' 

Uneraployment ; 

Parents with limited education 

Parents' health 

Inadequate family transportation ♦ \ 

14. Which of these forms of support are most helpful in bringing 
• about good achievement in school? 

->A 'Study schedule for completing homework 

Help- with homework by other family members 
.'•Encouragement to do-well'by parents * 

'Having reference books and other study ai'ds available 

' ^iFr^quent good family discussions 

'Relationships of trust and confidence between parent 

and child 

' Good rates of achievement in work or school by other 

family members ..•..*.*• 
A happy home 

15. Following is a list of conditions, '(a) How frequently do 
they occur in school-age children you kn©w? Cb) Which ones 
most limit a child's ability to do his or her best in school? 

Very , Not 

^ ' . Frequently Frequently Frequently Limiting 

OveirWeight 

CbntSgious diseases 

Men^^l illness ^ 

Le^jliling disabilities 

Ret4^4atibn 

Cripj;iiing[ physical , ^ 

h4lrt'd leaps * ^ 

Poor?; Vision ^ 

PoorV.hearing 

Not a^Me to understand 

Whas| is being taught 

Physi*4;al defects 

UndeiT'VMight / 

" Emotional nervousness - 

,16... How important do you think the following student achievements 
\ are to school-age children of today? 

^ • Very ' Fairly Not Very 

Important Important Important 

Graduation frojn elementary school 

<3radiaation from high schobl \ 

Learning a trade or work skill ^ 

Achieving good grades ' 

InvQlvement in non-study school 

activities 

Working part time to help the 

family • 

Completing^ study assignments «. . 

Learning to get along with others 

Taking part in class discussions . . . .' 

Preparing for college ^ 

17. (a) What, is the attitude of the schopls toward a child who 
neads help with special problems? • , 

Positive Neutral Negative 

o ' 112 
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^ (b) What do you think is the attitude of a child with 
'educational problems toward the schools? 

Positive , Neutral Negative 

Do ydu think the schools feel the families of children with 
problems are "different" in any way? 

Yes No ' ' 

Do you believe the schools have a special responsibility 
toward a child with problems? 

,^ Yes * No 
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APPENDIX 2 
PROFESSIONALS' SURVEY INSTRUMENT 



FORM S 
Name 



Position 



City or Town 



School or Dis-trict ' 

1. Can you provide a general background picture of the child who 
is not likely to dp'well in school? 

2. (a) Why do some of these problems occur in your vie^?? (b) Are 
there common home or educational experiences which seem to 
cause these problems? (c) What are some of the common signals 
that you feel identify students who need spepial help? (d) Do 
you have procedures for seeking out those children whose 
educational nfeeds are less obvious, the so-called "quiet well- 
behaved"' problem children? 

3. Could you list in order of importance the areas of disadvantage- 
ment which lead to educational problems? 

4. (a) How do you find out about children who are having problems? 
(b) Are there other ways in which you should find out but don't 
and, if so, why? 

5. What actions do you take once such children come to your attention 
6* Once you have discovered a child or a group of children whose 

educational needs are not being met how do you work in concert 
with classroom teachers, specialists, counselors and others tp 
handl-^ the situation? 
?• What programs are you aware of or involved in that deal specif- 
ically with the educationally disadvantaged child? 

8. (a) How have special programs been developed and funded? 

(b) Have federal funds been useful in this area? ic) Are you 
free to apply fon federal funding when available or needed? 
(d) How are you informed of various federal programs in this 
area? ^ , 

9. (a) What other ^persons within the school system •'are most know- ' 
lecJgeable a.nd involved in meeting the, needs of educationally 
disadvantaged children? (b) Why do you feel that they are 
knowledgeable? (c) Have they influenced the development of 
special .programs for these children? 

10. (a) Are there per§ojis in the community who are knowledgeable 
about or involved with the needs of educationally disadvan- 
taged children? (b) Who are they? (c) What specific things 
to your knowledge 'have they done? (d) Have you referred 
children to any of them and, if so, which ones? 

11. (a) Which of these types of personnel are responsible in your 
school system, for helping children who are having problems? 
(b) Which^ types are, in fact, most helpful to* children with 



pifoblems? 



Superintendent 
"Principal* 

Other administrators 
Classroom teachers 
Guidance counselors 
Reading or other 

"special " teachers. 
School nurses 
-School board members 
Librarians* 



Responsible 
People 



Very 
Hglpful 



Helpful 



Not 
Helpful 
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Responsible Very ' Not 
People Helpful Helpful ftelpful 



Aides 

Student teachers 

Gym teachers or coaches , \c ' , 

12. (a) Are the following methods of communication with families 
used in your school system? (b) How do you r^te their use^- 
fulness, whether or not they are used in your school system? 

. ^ Very Not 

"*Yes No Useful Useful Useful 



Report cards 

Periodic printed infor- 
mation about school 

^affairs ...... 

School newsletters * 
Individual reports from 

teachers 
Individual reports from 

counselors 
Infomnation on special 

help available 
Requests for teacher- 
. parent conferences 

13. (a) In your school district, do parents become 
following activities? (b) How do you rate the 
of such involvement? 

Very 

Yes No Ef f ecti^ve Effective 



involved in the 
effectiveness 



Not 
Effective 



Parent-Teacher * / 

'Organizations 
Parents nights 
Individual conferences 

with teachers 
School board meetings 
Attendance in classes 
Meetings with principals 
Organ^.'Zihg parent groups. 
Specifically requesting 

more information 
13. (c) To what extent da parents of disadvantaged ^children 
become involved in these things? ^ 

13. (d) Within the disadvantaged parents* group, what do you 
see as blocks .to effective involvement w^th the problems 
of their children? . ' ^ ^ 

14. Following is a list of conditions believed to be responsible 
for making it harder, for students to do their best in school, 
(a) Can you add other things to the list?*' (b) Which of the 
things on the list do you believe to be: 

Very ' Not 

/ Responsible Responsible Responsible 

Good medical care n'ot available , . . . r?. 

House without modern plumbing, 

electricity or heat . . .-^ 

Shortage of 'clothes » 

Not enough good food * * . ? ♦ ♦ ♦ .r^ir* 
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'Very . 
Responsible' 



Responsible 



Not . 
Responsible 



No pre-school education 
(like kindergarten or 

Headstart) 

Not enough family income . ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Use of drugs or alcohol 

Only one parent in the home , 

Unemployment ' - 

Parents Vith limited education , 

Parents ' health ^ 

FamiJW mobility » 

15j>^y^hich of these forms of support are most helpful in bringing 
/^'~" about good achievement in school by disadvantaged children? 
A study schedule for completing homework , ^ . . . < 

Help with homework by other family members . . . . < 

Encouragement to do well by parents 

Having refei^ence books and other study aids available ^ 

Frequent good family discussions 

Relationships of trust and confidentee between parent arid 

child 

Good rates of achievement in work or school by other 

family members 

A happy home ^ 

16* Following is a list of conditions'. (a) How frequently are 
they a factor in educationally disadvantaged school-age 
children? (b) Which ones most limit a child '*s ability 
do his or her best in school? 

^ Very 
Frequently 

Overweight 

Contagious diseases * . . 

Mental illness. 

Learning ^disabilities 

Retardation ^ 

Crippling ph^ic^'^ 



Frequently 



Not 
Frequently 



-ty to 



Limiting 



handicaps ^ 

Poor vision ^ 

Poor hearing ^ 

Physical cJte^ects 

Underweight; . 4- 

Emotional nervousness .a- 

17. (a) What is the a(^.titude of the schools toward the disadvan- 
taged child? *^ 

Posit^Lve . . . . Neutral Negative 

(b) What is the disadvantaged child's attitude toward the 
schools? 

Positive Neutral Negative 

18. Can you comment generally on the characteristics of the family 
of a disadvantaged child? ^ 

19. Do you believe the schools have a special responsibility 
>toward a disadvantaged child? 

Yes No < 
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